
 

E - Bulletin Newsletter 03/10/2025 
 

Dear PPN Member, 

Welcome to our E-Bulletin!  
Our E-Bulletin is designed to keep you up to date with Cork County Public Participation 

News and to keep you connected to other communities, events, training, and 
information. 

Whilst Cork County Public Participation Network has almost 700 member groups, it has 
the potential to reach so many more - so forward this email to your committee members 

and volunteers!  
I hope you find this helpful. Get in touch if there is anything you would like to include in 

future editions, we may even make you our next Group of the Week !  
 

Watch a short video animation about Cork County PPN - Click the following link. 

Check Out or Website Link  

And be sure to engage with us on the socials!  

Facebook – Cork County PPN  

Instagram – @corkcountyppn  

 

Happy Friday,  

Morrin & Noelle  

  

https://fb.watch/uqz_YdU_ra/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkCountyPPN
https://www.instagram.com/corkcountyppn/


 
News & Events: ........................................................................................................ 3 

Kinsale Reusable Cup Project ................................................................................... 3 

Mitchelstown Pop Up Volunteer Centre ..................................................................... 6 

Group of the Week: Kuk Sool Won Cork ..................................................................... 7 

Get involved! Join Our Linkage Groups! ...................................................................... 9 

Secretariat Vacancies: ........................................................................................... 10 

#fundingfriday ....................................................................................................... 11 

#OurEUStory Awards 2025 .................................................................................. 11 

2025 CIRCULAR ECONOMY INNOVATION GRANT SCHEME .............................. 12 

PARENT PEER SUPPORT FUND .............................................................................. 13 

Consultations ........................................................................................................ 14 

PPN News: ............................................................................................................ 16 

“Building Resilient Futures through Local Government” ............................................ 17 

Mucking about at the Ploughing............................................................................... 19 

 

 

  



 

News & Events:  

Kinsale Reusable Cup Project 

 
 



 
On Thursday 18th September, Transition Town Kinsale launched their Kinsale Coffee Cup 
Project –supported by Cork County Council’s Circular Economy Fund.  

If you are an owner/manager of a business in Kinsale that uses disposable coffee cups 
and you would like to join the initiative, please send an email to: 
info@transitiontownkinsale.org with your name, the name of your business and your 
telephone number. Transition Town Kinsale will forward your details to the 2GoCup 
company who will contact you directly to explain how the deposit-return scheme works 
and how to set it up for your business. 

 

 

  

mailto:info@transitiontownkinsale.org 


 
 

 
Cork County Council 

ROAD SAFETY PROMOTION  
 

  

SAFETY SECTION 

  
Is your group interested in a Road or Water Safety Awareness workshop? 

 

Caroline Casey, Cork County Council’s Water & Road Safety Development Officer, has 
kindly offered to work with us from October! Is there anything you would like to learn 

more about, or raise awareness of?  

Let us know! 

  



 

Mitchelstown Pop Up Volunteer Centre 

 



 

Group of the Week: Kuk Sool Won Cork 

 
Kuk Sool Won Cork is a martial arts school based in Kinsale and Ballinspittle, Co. 

Cork. Run by Matthew and Fiona Boniwell, the school specialises in teaching 

traditional martial arts of the Korean Peninsula. The training system includes 

kicking, hand strikes, joint locks, throws, pressure points, traditional weapons and 

break falls, as well as meditation, stretching and acrobatics. Whilst that might sound 

overwhelming, with such variety, it is possible to adapt according to age, body type 

and capability. In addition to the physical aspects, Kuk Sool Won also involves 

learning about Korean culture and history. 

Now in its fifteenth year, Kuk Sool Won Cork trains over 120 students of all ages 

between 5 and 65. The school prides itself on providing a supportive training 

atmosphere where inclusivity, diversity and accessibility are at the fore. With 

dedicated classes for children, teens, adults and families, it offers multiple classes 

per week. 

Kuk Sool Won Cork is part of the World Kuk Sool Won Association and enjoys a 

strong bond with practitioners and association member schools across the world. The 

school participates in international WKSA tournaments annually. This year, they 

took a 27 person strong Irish Team ranging in ages 8 to 61 , including our very own 



 
Environment, Climate and Biodiversity SPC Rep, Raffaella Valenti, to compete in 

Holland, on the 20th September. They also held the first ever WKSA Tournament 

in Kinsale, Ireland in September 2027; an event that attracted visitors from all over 

the world. 

If you’re interested in learning more about them, visit www.kuksoolwoncork.com .  

 

  

file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/www.kuksoolwoncork.com


 

Get involved! Join Our Linkage Groups! 

Linkage Groups bring together stakeholder organisations and groups who are members 
of the PPN with a common interest to discuss their diverse views and interests in a 
specific policy area. 

This is a pathway for such organisations and groups to have a real input into policy in 
their respective area of operation. 

Linkage Groups are an essential component of the work of the PPN. 

They are independent networks of community groups who are interested in a common 
theme such as Arts, Community, Environment, Heritage, Housing, Planning, Social 
Inclusion, Transport or Tourism (and more). 

Linkage Groups work to influence change. They do this through advocating for policy 
changes on behalf of the community through PPN Reps engaging with Cork County 
Council and other bodies appropriate to the issue or subject matter of advocacy. 

After our recent Plenary meeting, we are proposing four Linkage Groups:  

1. Housing, Planning, Transport and Community Safety  
2. Arts, Community, Heritage and Tourism  
3. Climate Change, Water and Environment 
4. Social Inclusion, Rural Development, Youth, Enterprise & Recreation 

Please let us know if your group would like to join to any of these Linkage Groups, by 
emailing ppn@corkcoco.ie .  

By making submissions to a Linkage Group, you can support our SPC and LCDC 
Reps and give them a mandate to bring to the Council. 

  

file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/ppn@corkcoco.ie%20


 

Secretariat Vacancies: 
Cork County PPN has a number of vacancies available, some on the various Committees 

within the County Council - the SPCs and LDCDs, but at the moment we also have a number 

of positions we are looking to fill on our Secretariat - the incredibly important group that 

keeps the PPN show on the road !  

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the 

PPN. Its role is to:  

• Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN  

• Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings  

• Coordinate the activities of the PPN Communicate extensively and regularly with all 

PPN members and disseminate information concerning all PPN activities as widely as 

possible 

• Manage and support PPN staff The Secretariat is made up of two representatives 

from each of the Cork County Municipal Districts i.e. Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh, 

East Cork, Bandon-Kinsale, Fermoy, Kanturk-Mallow and West Cork, as well as, two 

representatives from each of the PPN colleges i.e. Community & Voluntary College, 

Social Inclusion College and Environmental College.  

Commitment Involved: 

The Secretariat role is voluntary and requires approximately two hours per month to attend 

meetings, which generally take place at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of each month, 

alternating between in-person and online formats. Travel expenses for in-person meetings 

are reimbursed. Additional involvement may be required from time to time, such as 

participation in sub-groups or events. 

This is a rewarding opportunity for individuals to contribute meaningfully to the social fabric 

of our communities. Secretariat members receive access to training and national events, 

develop key skills, and play a crucial role in shaping supports for community groups, 

particularly those representing marginalised voices. 

Applications forms for all our available roles can be found on our website Cork County PPN 
Nominations - Cork County PPN 
- or reach out to PPN@corkcoco.ie and we can have a chat with you about any of the roles 

available.   

https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/PPN@corkcoco.ie%20


 

#fundingfriday 

#OurEUStory Awards 2025 
# APPLICATIONS OPEN UNTIL FRIDAY, 24 OCTOBER (5pm) # 

 
The #OurEUStory Awards celebrates the transformational impact that EU-

funded projects have on organisations and communities across Ireland. 

Apply now 

What is the #OurEUStory Awards? 

By entering the #OurEUStory Awards, you’ll have the opportunity to demonstrate how 

EU-funded projects have benefitted your community while inspiring your peers to take 

advantage of all the opportunities that EU funding offers! 

 

All entries must take the form of a video posted to the entrant's LinkedIn and/or 

Facebook page that is no longer than 140 seconds and includes the 

hashtag #OurEUStory. The video must touch on the assessment criteria outlined in 

the Terms and Conditions and the FAQ. 

 

Remember: your video doesn't need to be fancy or professionally shot - it's 

about telling the story of your EU project journey! 

 

All three winning entries will win a prize: €1,000 for first place and €500 each for 

second and third places. We'll announce the winning entries at our Access Europe 

Showcase on 27 November in Dublin! 

https://3tenipetnw7.typeform.com/to/FbpLInDj
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/62a81c93619fae7026cbd8f3/68b5b1f0cbe6b05e7c3b7aa1_%23OurEUStory%20Awards%202025%20T%26Cs.pdf
https://www.accesseurope.ie/our-eu-story#FAQ


 

2025 CIRCULAR ECONOMY 

INNOVATION GRANT SCHEME 

Minister of State at the Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment, with 
responsibility for Circular Economy, Alan Dillon has announced the opening of 
applications for the 2025 funding round of the Circular Economy Innovation Grant 
Scheme (CEIGS). 

The CEIGS is designed to support innovative circular economy projects led by social 
enterprises, voluntary and community organisations, and small businesses with fewer 
than 50 employees. Since its launch in April 2021, the scheme has awarded €1.8 million 
to 36 projects, spanning key circular economy themes such as food waste, plastics, 
single-use packaging, construction, textiles, and general waste. 

Following a successful 2024 call, the scheme will once again be administered in 
partnership with Community Foundation Ireland, a philanthropic hub that connects 
donors, grantees, and communities committed to positive social change. The 
Foundation will manage the application, evaluation, and administrative processes, and 
provide ongoing support to successful applicants. 

For the 2025 round, €650,000 in total funding is available, with individual grants expected 
to range between €40,000 and €50,000. 

Projects should focus on priority areas for Ireland’s circular economy, including: 

• Plastics: Redesigning products or packaging to replace non-recyclable or virgin 
plastic with recyclable alternatives 

• Construction and Demolition Waste: Creating reusable construction products or 
enabling selective demolition for material recovery 

• Food Waste: Implementing technical or behavioural interventions to reduce 
waste in production and commercial settings 

• Resources and Raw Materials: Enhancing recovery of critical raw materials and 
reducing hazardous substances in products. 
 
 

Full details on the application process for the CEIGS are available on Community 
Foundation Ireland's website and applications are open until 8 October 2025. 

https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/dcee-circular-economy-innovation-grants-scheme/
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/dcee-circular-economy-innovation-grants-scheme/


 

PARENT PEER SUPPORT FUND NOW 

OPEN 

The Minister for Children, Disability and Equality, Norma Foley, has announced that a 
€150,000 parent peer support fund is now open for applications. 

Parent peer support is when parents support each other by sharing knowledge, 
reducing feelings of isolation, and providing encouragement to navigate challenges and 
achieve well-being. 

Grants of up to €5,000 can be provided to organisations working with parents and/or 
carers to support them to develop parent peer support initiatives. This includes peer 
support for parents who share similar life experiences, such as raising a child with 
complex needs or a mental health condition. 

The Parent Peer Support fund will be made available under two tiers of funding. 

• Tier 1 will provide grants of €2,500 to 37 successful applicants who either 
currently operate or wish to establish a new parent peer support project. 

• Tier 2 will provide grants of €5,000 to 12 successful applicants who wish to scale 
up an existing parent peer support project, which is already having a positive 
impact on parents. 
 

How to apply: 

Application forms for the €2,500 and €5,000 funding tiers, along with the funding 
Guidance and Terms and Conditions can be found here. 

Applications must be submitted by Friday 31 October 2025. 

Full details here https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-
equality/publications/202526-parent-peer-support-fund/ 

 

 

https://gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/202526-parent-peer-support-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/202526-parent-peer-support-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/publications/202526-parent-peer-support-fund/


 

Consultations 

Last Chance to Participate !!  

Critical Research on the Challenges Facing 

the Community Sector 

 
For many years, PPNs have heard and witnessed the growing pressures on the 
community and voluntary sector. The network has consistently advocated on behalf of 
the sector, but success has been limited - in part due to a lack of solid evidence with 
regard to the direct impact of these challenges on the operation of community 
organisations. 
 
Under the Power to Change initiative, Sligo PPN have partnered with Atlantic 
Technological University to undertake a piece of research to form a solid evidence base 
on the key challenges facing the sector and what this means to grass roots community 
activity and volunteering. 

 



 
This survey aims to: 

• collect the evidence needed to highlight and stress to Government the 
challenges faced by community groups, 

• to demonstrate that additional and better coordinated supports are needed for 
groups to operate successfully and thrive.  

 
More and more is being asked of the community sector, including taking a leading role 
on climate action. What support does the community sector need to make this 
workable? 

The survey was co-designed with community organisations as well as colleagues 
across the PPN network. 

While led by Sligo PPN and ATU under the Power to Change initiative, this research is 
intended to be of benefit to the entire PPN network and the broader community sector. 
 
The survey will go out across the entire PPN national network as well as other key 
community based networks. The more feedback we receive, the stronger our case will 
be for advocating for positive change in the sector. 

Every response we get is vital and we thank you in advance for taking the time to 
contribute to this important research. 
 
Please feel free to share far and wide. 

To complete the survey go to: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NHFCGGT  

  

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=689330e78b0ab958c38fc903&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNodi8sKgzAUBb_GLKN5KoVQSkG76qo_cJvcIIiJJLHBv68tnLMZZuZStnxp22whBEy0xC2jpTau7dUZJqUmyeQ5VrKbv9uIW8PHc7VWmvf0wWONYcHj15w4nX8-xvs0vUgxwAb27iQMjiEo3ykUikvhBQPFgUOvtXA9-i8JYCrT&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com


 

PPN News:  

Culture Showcase 

 
On 19 September we held a fabulous Culture Showcase in County Hall. We’ll devote a 

special news release to this in the future!  

Rest assured; it was an incredible morning for all involved! 



 

“Building Resilient Futures through Local 

Government” Conference,  11 – 12 

September 

 

L-R : Morrin Drislane (Cork County PPN Coordinator), Andrew Lewis (Cork County LCDC Chief 
Officer), Mary Butler TD, Nicola Radley (Director of Service, Community, Tourism & Rural 

Developmen), Noelle Nally (Cork County PPN Support Worker), Pauline O Dwyer (Cork County PPN 
Secretariat Chairperson) 

In mid-September, PPNs across Ireland were delighted to collaborate with Healthy 
Ireland Cities & Counties, Sláintecare Healthy Communities, WHO European Healthy 
Cities, and Public Health Scotland in a landmark event focused on advancing health 
equity and wellbeing. 



 
The conference brought together local government leaders, planners, and officials to 
explore how Ireland’s local authorities can lead and collaborate more effectively to 
address inequalities and the wider determinants of place-based wellbeing. 

With a strong emphasis on breaking down silos, fostering joined-up opportunities, and 
applying evidence-based, place-focused tools-  the Place Standard Tool.  The event 
looked to inspire transformative local action and a strengthened foundation for more 
connected, inclusive, and resilient communities. 

The event was a resounding success, marking a significant step forward in aligning local 
governance with national and international strategies for healthier, more vibrant places 
to live, work, and thrive. 

We are delighted to be able to share the following presentations from the 

Conference.  

Please follow the links to download. 

 Leading Through Complexity: Connecting Systems to Build Resilient 

Communities 

• Sean McKeown, Chief Executive, Waterford City & County 

Council. “Challenges and Opportunities for Local Government System 

Leadership” 

• Maarten Nypels, City of Rotterdam. “Moving Beyond Silos: Creating 

Coherence” 

• Kristen Guida, City of London London Resilience, “Strategic Positioning: 

Creating the Space for Integrated Action –  Community Resilience 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT PREPARING FOR THE NEXT WAVE OF 

COMPLEX CHALLENGES  

• John Howie, Public Health Scotland, “Delivering Better Outcomes 

Through the Places We Shape” 

• Roisin Markham , Irish Doughnut Economics Network. “Safeguarding 

future generations – the Wellbeing Economy” 

https://www.waterfordcouncil.ie/app/uploads/2024/02/Place-Standard-Rural-Economic-Development.pdf
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Sean-McKeown-Session-1.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Sean-McKeown-Session-1.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Vital-Systems-Waterford-HILG-11-09-2025-Maarten-Nijpels.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Vital-Systems-Waterford-HILG-11-09-2025-Maarten-Nijpels.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Kristen-Guida-HILG-PPT-11-9-2025.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Kristen-Guida-HILG-PPT-11-9-2025.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/HILG-PPT-Place-JHowieDay-1.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/HILG-PPT-Place-JHowieDay-1.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Roisin-Markham-Session-2-HILG-PPT.pptx
https://hilocalgov.ie/app/uploads/2025/09/Roisin-Markham-Session-2-HILG-PPT.pptx


 

Mucking about at the Ploughing  

 
I had a fantastic time on 16 September at Day 1 of the National Ploughing Championships 
2025, spending the day with the wonderful teams from Kerry, Offaly, and Laois PPNs—
Kathy, Carol, Bridie, and Dan! 

Our stand was buzzing with great conversations, and it was especially encouraging to 
meet Transition Year students and other young people who were already familiar with the 
Public Participation Network. We also had the pleasure of connecting with PPN members 
from all across the country. 

We proudly flew the PPN flag and took the opportunity to speak directly with Ministers 
Dara Calleary and Jerry Buttimer, highlighting the vital role PPNs play in supporting 
community groups—and the importance of continued resources to keep that work 
thriving. 

Special shoutout to our Secretariat member, Ena Howell, for giving me a spin to Offaly on 
her way to the ICA tent, where the smells from the Brown Bread Baking competition were 
absolutely mouth-watering !!   


