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E - Bulletin Newsletter 09/01/2026

Dear PPN Member,

Welcome to our E-Bulletin!

Our E-Bulletin is designed to keep you up to date with Cork County Public Participation
News and to keep you connected to other communities, events, training, and
information.

Whilst Cork County Public Participation Network has over 700 member groups, it has
the potential to reach so many more - so forward this email to your committee members
and volunteers!

I hope you find this helpful. Get in touch if there is anything you would like to include in
future editions, we may even make you our next Group of the Week!

Watch a short video animation about Cork County PPN - Click the following link.
Check Out or Website Link
And be sure to engage with us on the socials!

Facebook — Cork County PPN

Instagram — @corkcountyppn

Happy Friday,

Morrin & Noelle


https://fb.watch/uqz_YdU_ra/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkCountyPPN
https://www.instagram.com/corkcountyppn/
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News & Events:

Municipal District Grants Roadshows

The Community Tourism and Rural Development Directorate propose to hold a series of
roadshows in each Municipal District to showcase the various community grants
provided by Cork County Council and to provide community groups with information on
relevant Government grants schemes which are available to local communities. The
principal focus of the events will be to ensure communities are aware of the various
GMA funded grant streams (Amenity Grants, Community Contracts and Capital Grants)
and to assist community groups in deciding which category of grant they should apply
for and how to register on the grants system prior to the 2026 grants scheme launch in
January.

Information will also be provided on a range of the other supports and grants
administered through the CTRD directorate available to community groups to undertake
local improvement projects in communities such as Clar, ORIS and Town and Village
Renewal. In addition information will be available at the roadshows from our Planning
Directorate on Heritage Grants and our Climate Action Directorate on their range of
grant supports. The LCDC will also attend with Local Development Companies to
provide information on the range of grant supports including Leader that they provide.

There will be 10 Roadshow events in the following locations; Skibbereen, Bantry,
Kinsale, Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh, Midleton, Mitchelstown, Mallow and Kanturk. The
events will he held between January 12" and January 28™ 2026 as set out in the Table

below.

MD Date Venue Time
Skibbereen Jan 12" Skibbereen Town Hall 5-8pm
Cobh Jan 13" Cobh Community Centre 4-7pm
Fermoy Jan 14* Firgrove Hotel, Mitchelstown 4-7pm
Macroom Jan 15" Upstairs Macroom Town Hall 5-8pm

Mallow Jan 19" Hibernian Hotel, Mallow 5-8pm
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Kinsale Jan 20" Kinsale Library 4-7pm
Carrigaline Jan 21 Carrigaline Court Hotel 4-7pm
Midleton Jan 22nd Talbot Hotel, Midleton 4-7pm
Bantry Jan 26" West Lodge, Bantry 4-7pm
Kanturk Jan 27" Temperence Hall 4-7pm

The events will be open to the public to drop in, with stands available with information
on each type of grant stream and staffed by relevant CCC staff. As more and more grant
streams have PPN membership as an eligibility requirement - the PPN will also have a
stand at several of these roadshows.
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Millstreet Pop — Up Volunteer Centre

Cork

@ Volunteer Centre

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

POP UP VOLUNTEER GENTRE
MILLSTREET LIBRARY

28™ JANUARY
WEDNESDAY

10:30-12:30

e Speak 1:1 with Cork Volunteer
Centre staff

» Find out more about the
services Cork Volunteer
Centre provides to volunteers
and non-profit organisations

» Register as a volunteer and
apply for volunteer
opportunities

» Advice on recruiting and
managing volunteers for
community groups
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Group of the Week: MONKSTOWN
HERITAGE GROUP

The brilliant Monkstown Heritage Group have asked us to share that they have been
asked to do some heritage and history talks in local primary school Scoil Barra Naofa.
They hope these talks will lead to an awareness of our heritage by the children which can
be shared with their parents.

Monkstown Heritage Group are also very involved in trying to preserve the centre of the
village as new cycle lane plans redirects the main road and in so doing removes the green
island which has featured in their cultural heritage for over 100 years.

Well done to all involved!!

Got something you want us to share? Let us know!!
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Cork County Council
ROAD SAFETY PROMOTION NO ROAD DEATHS

Is your group interested in a Road or Water
Safety Awareness workshop?

Caroline Casey, Cork County Council’s Water & Road Safety Development Officer, has
kindly offered to work with us from October! Is there anything you would like to learn
more about, or raise awareness of?

Let us know!
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Barnardos
Boarded Out Practical
Support Service for Adults

Supported by Tusla

Boarded Out is a term
used to describe children
who were fostered or
raised with families other
than their own in Ireland.

This happened mainly between
1920 - 1970. There was also a
practice of being nursed out, where
infants were placed with women
who could care for them.

Some children were boarded outup  If you have experlencé of being
to the introduction of the 1991 Child  boarded out, you can avail of

Care Act. While many children were  Barnardos free and confidential
boarded out on farms in rural areas,  service offering a wide range of
children were also placed in homes practical supports, including:

in larger towns and cities.

* Support to access health,
community and social services

Contact Us Today ¢ Support with isolation and
loneliness
www.barnardos.ie « Assistance in filling out forms and
birthhistory@barnardos.ie grant applications
¢ Advocacy, information and
signposting

1 L4
LA Barnardos

Lowrwi mins mr Tomk b h
Crad amd Kucid, Navuy
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Get involved!

Expressions of Interest sought: Local
Community Safety Partnership

Local Community Saf
Partnership (LCSP)
Vacancies Available!

1 x Social Inclusion Pillar rep
1 x North Divisional Rep

1 x South Divisional Rep

1 x West Divisional Rep

For further info:
PPN@CorkCoco.ie
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The Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration are progressing a new
community based approach to safety. This is based on the 2018 Commission on the
Future of Policing (CoFPI) report which states policing is not the responsibility of the
police alone, but involves other agencies such as local government, health and social
services. Community safety promotes a strategic partnership approach which brings
together a range of public bodies/service providers and local communities with the
objective of supporting people to feel more secure in their communities.

The Policing, Security and Community Safety Act 2024 provides for the establishment
of Local Community Safety Partnerships in each local authority area. These will be
the primary delivery structures for this new approach to community safety. The Act also
introduces important measures to further support the LCSPs. These include a National
Office of Community Safety which will develop a new National Strategy to be overseen
by a designated Cabinet Committee and a National Steering Group.
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Community Safety is the concept of people being and feeling safe. Improving
community safety needs a multi-sectoral approach, strong inter-agency collaboration,
and proactive dialogue with the community. The partnership approach acknowledges
that every community has different problems and issues and responding to these
requires a collaborative approach. This initiative marks a significant step forward in

enhancing community safety.

I am pleased to inform you that the newly established Cork Local Community

Safety Partnership (LCSP) is now being formed.

Key Details:

Purpose: To collaboratively address community safety concerns and develop a
three year Safety Plan.

Membership Term: Upon sanction by the Minister for Justice, up to 3 years, with
eligibility for reappointment.

Meeting Frequency: At least six times per year.

Leadership: Chairperson and Vice Chairperson will be elected at the inaugural
meeting.

Appointment: All proposed nominees received for the LCSP must be appointed
by the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and Migration.

If you are interested in being considered for membership, please submit the following
to PPN@Corkcoco.ie by Friday 16" January 2026 .

Name

Title (if applicable)

PPN Member Group
Email address

Contact phone number


file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/PPN@Corkcoco.ie  
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Join Our Linkage Groups!

Linkage Groups bring together stakeholder organisations and groups who are members
of the PPN with a common interest to discuss their diverse views and interestsin a
specific policy area.

This is a pathway for such organisations and groups to have a real input into policy in
their respective area of operation.

Linkage Groups are an essential component of the work of the PPN.

They are independent networks of community groups who are interested in a common
theme such as Arts, Community, Environment, Heritage, Housing, Planning, Social
Inclusion, Transport or Tourism (and more).

Linkage Groups work to influence change. They do this through advocating for policy
changes on behalf of the community through PPN Reps engaging with Cork County
Council and other bodies appropriate to the issue or subject matter of advocacy.

After our recent Plenary meeting, we are proposing four Linkage Groups:

Housing, Planning, Transport and Community Safety
Arts, Community, Heritage and Tourism
Climate Change, Water and Environment

PoObd-=

Social Inclusion, Rural Development, Youth, Enterprise & Recreation

Please let us know if your group would like to join to any of these Linkage Groups, by
emailing ppn@corkcoco.ie .

By making submissions to a Linkage Group, you can support our SPC and LCDC
Reps and give them a mandate to bring to the Council.


file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/ppn@corkcoco.ie%20
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Secretariat Vacancies:

Cork County PPN has a number of vacancies available, some on the various Committees
within the County Council - the SPCs and LDCDs, but at the moment we also have a number
of positions we are looking to fill on our Secretariat - the incredibly important group that
keeps the PPN show on the road !

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the
PPN. Its role is to:

e Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN

e Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings

e Coordinate the activities of the PPN Communicate extensively and regularly with all
PPN members and disseminate information concerning all PPN activities as widely as
possible

e Manage and support PPN staff The Secretariat is made up of two representatives
from each of the Cork County Municipal Districts i.e. Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh,
East Cork, Bandon-Kinsale, Fermoy, Kanturk-Mallow and West Cork, as well as, two
representatives from each of the PPN colleges i.e. Community & Voluntary College,
Social Inclusion College and Environmental College.

Commitment Involved:

The Secretariat role is voluntary and requires approximately two hours per month to attend
meetings, which generally take place at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of each month,
alternating between in-person and online formats. Travel expenses for in-person meetings
are reimbursed. Additional involvement may be required from time to time, such as
participation in sub-groups or events.

This is a rewarding opportunity for individuals to contribute meaningfully to the social fabric
of our communities. Secretariat members receive access to training and national events,
develop key skills, and play a crucial role in shaping supports for community groups,
particularly those representing marginalised voices.

Applications forms for all our available roles can be found on our website Cork County PPN
Nominations - Cork County PPN
- or reach out to PPN@corkcoco.ie and we can have a chat with you about any of the roles

available.


https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/PPN@corkcoco.ie%20
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#fundingfriday

Local Enhancement Programme 2026

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht Local
Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026 will provide capital funding to support community
groups across Ireland.

This funding will provide capital supports that are essential for many small community
groups and organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged communities in
rural and urban areas.

There will be a particular focus on small capital works/improvements, and the purchase
of equipment for community use. The funding may be used for, but is not limited to;
improving access for persons with a disability; enhancing community participation for
disadvantaged and marginalised groups, and improving energy efficiency of community
facilities to reduce ongoing costs.

The scheme is desighed to ensure local priorities are identified and met, to improve and
enhance community facilities for all. Funding will be available to a diverse range of
community groups including, but not limited to, community centres, parish halls and
local voluntary groups.

This funding will help communities, community groups and committees, allowing them
to continue to provide valuable services to the people in their area, and in the process
strengthen the bonds that tie communities together. The fund also aims to support local
strategic priorities through linkages with Local Economic Community Plans (LECPs).

The Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) is funded by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht. Please see the following link for a press
release by the Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara
Calleary TD, and the Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development
and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD: Press Release.

e Capital funding for use towards carrying out necessary repairs and
improvements to facilities, purchase of equipment, etc. (For drawdown, capital
costs must cover period from LCDC grant approval date, to 31st October
2026).


https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht%2Fpress-releases%2Fministers-calleary-and-buttimer-announce-new-7-million-local-enhancement-programme-2026%2F&t=dc34dff39db8de22ac23e3365707c598e0e5ccd8
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Please read and make yourself familiar with the Application Guidelines below for
the ‘Local Enhancement Programme 2026’ before completing the online forms.

The closing date for applications is Friday the 30*"" January 2026 at 3.00pm

Click here to make an application



https://www.corkcoco.ie/en/resident/community/local-enhancement-programme
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Adult
Literacy
for Life

Collaboration and Innovation Fund 2026

The Collaboration and Innovation Fund is a great opportunity to fund projects and
activities that support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy, digital and financial
literacy needs.

The following information and documentation will help you to make your application —

The closing date for the fund is 12pm on Thursday 22 January 2026.

How much funding is available? In 2026, the total funding available in the
Collaboration and Innovation Fund is €1 million.

The funding will be divided into three strands as follows:
€700,000 for local and national projects that provide innovative and collaborative ways
to:

e support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and digital literacy needs, and
e create a more literacy friendly and equal society.
€200,000 for local and national projects that support innovative and collaborative ways
to:
e improve financial literacy skills for adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and
digital literacy needs, and
e create a more literacy friendly approach to accessing financial services.
€100,000 for projects that;
e engage parents with unmet literacy, numeracy or digital literacy needs in family
literacy projects in the community

e support parents to support their child’s literacy skills in the home.

Further info: Adult Literacy for Life National Framework Strategy



https://www.adultliteracyforlife.ie/fund/
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Consultations

HSE Stakeholders Survey

The Health Service Executive (HSE) is undertaking a : Invitation to Participate in National
Stakeholder Survey: Understanding community needs and preventing drug and alcohol
use and related harm and Alcohol in Ireland, coordinated by the National Health
Improvement Team (Public Health). As part of this work, we are inviting professionals
and organisations from across sectors to complete a short online survey.

The survey seeks to capture the perspectives of those working with children, families,
young people, communities, and underserved groups, including those whose work
focuses on health, wellbeing, education, community development, and social support.

Your participation is important in helping us to better understand community needs,
identify challenges and concerns relating to drug and alcohol use, and recognise
opportunities to strengthen prevention across the life course. The findings from this
survey will feed into a wider programme of work contributing to the national needs
assessment, which will inform future HSE planning, policy development, and
prevention programmes. A report outlining the findings of this work will be published in
2026.

The survey is informed by findings to date from focus groups and a workshop. It takes

approximately 10-12 minutes to complete (please note that responses will not be
saved unless the survey is submitted in one sitting).

We would be very grateful if you could complete the survey and, where appropriate,
share the survey link within your networks to support broad and diverse participation. If
you would like us to follow up with you regarding the findings or the final report, or if you
have any queries in relation to this work, please contact us by email

on: NationalHealthimprovement@hse.ie.

All responses will be treated anonymously and reported in aggregated form by our
research partner, Ipsos B&A, and will be used solely for research purposes to inform
future initiatives. We greatly appreciate your contribution to this important work.
The deadline for completing the survey is 12" January 2026.

Please follow the link below to complete the survey: HSE Stakeholders Survey



mailto:NationalHealthImprovement@hse.ie
https://secure.bandasurvey.ie/WebProd/Interview/28N2K4DT6FBR8I8028N0YCFP8M8AT33B
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Ireland's 3rd Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) National Implementation
Plan

The aim of this consultation is to gather stakeholder feedback on the preparation of Ireland's
Third Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) National Implementation Plan (NIP).

Third Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) National Implementation Plan - Consultation
Document

The Programme for Government sets out that the government is committed to accelerating
Ireland's progress toward the 17 SDGs by 2030, addressing critical areas such as poverty
eradication, climate action, and improved living standards for all and commits to: -

e adopta coordinated approach to drive impactful action both at home and
abroad, and

e toimplement a Whole-of-Government Strategy to fully integrate the SDGs into
national policies and initiatives, ensuring that each goal is actively pursued
across all levels of government.

The Programme for Government also commits to supporting the work of young people to
help their communities and support the SDGs.

Ireland's Second National Implementation Plan (NIP) for the Sustainable Development Goals
2022-2024 was published on 5 October 2022. Implementation of the NIP is ongoing.

How to make a submission:

Anyone wishing to submit observations can do so by email or post.
The closing date for submissions is 5.30pm on Friday, 16 January 2025.
Late submissions will not be considered.

All valid submissions received will be published on the Department of Climate, Energy and
the Environment website.

Submissions should be sent by email to SDGs@dcee.gov.ie or post to:



https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/2d962dcf/Public_Consultation_-_Third_Sustainable_Development_Goals_SDGs_National_Implementation_Plan.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/2d962dcf/Public_Consultation_-_Third_Sustainable_Development_Goals_SDGs_National_Implementation_Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-climate-energy-and-the-environment/publications/national-implementation-plan-for-the-sustainable-development-goals-2022-2024/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-climate-energy-and-the-environment/publications/national-implementation-plan-for-the-sustainable-development-goals-2022-2024/
mailto:SDGs@dcee.gov.ie
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SDGs National Implementation Plan Consultation

SDGs Team

EU and International Environment and Circular Economy Division
Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment

Tom Johnson House

Haddington Road

D04 K7X4.

Full details here


https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-climate-energy-and-the-environment/consultations/public-consultation-on-the-development-of-irelands-third-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-national-implementation-plan/

