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E - Bulletin Newsletter 23/01/2026

Dear PPN Member,

Welcome to our E-Bulletin!

Our E-Bulletin is designed to keep you up to date with Cork County Public Participation
News and to keep you connected to other communities, events, training, and
information.

Whilst Cork County Public Participation Network has over 700 member groups, it has
the potential to reach so many more - so forward this email to your committee members
and volunteers!

I hope you find this helpful. Get in touch if there is anything you would like to include in
future editions, we may even make you our next Group of the Week!

Watch a short video animation about Cork County PPN - Click the following link.
Check Out or Website Link
And be sure to engage with us on the socials!

Facebook — Cork County PPN

Instagram — @corkcountyppn

Happy Friday,

Morrin & Noelle


https://fb.watch/uqz_YdU_ra/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkCountyPPN
https://www.instagram.com/corkcountyppn/
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News & Events:

Municipal District Grants Roadshows
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Dear Readers,

| have met so many of you over the past couple of weeks at Cork County Council’s Funding
Roadshows.

It’s been a pleasure to put a faces to names, and | have been so delighted with all the
amazing feedback | have received from people about this newsletter.
I am so glad ye find it’s of worth.
I am sorry for occasionally absolutely spamming your inboxes, but | am going to keep doing
it!

Looking forward to meeting more of you in Kanturk this week.

If anyone has a success story they would like to share from info you got in the newsletter, |
would love to share a few of them! /

Lots of love, ﬁ V%

Noelle

The Community Tourism and Rural Development Directorate propose to hold a series of
roadshows in each Municipal District to showcase the various community grants
provided by Cork County Council and to provide community groups with information on
relevant Government grants schemes which are available to local communities. The
principal focus of the events will be to ensure communities are aware of the various
GMA funded grant streams (Amenity Grants, Community Contracts and Capital Grants)
and to assist community groups in deciding which category of grant they should apply
for and how to register on the grants system prior to the 2026 grants scheme launch in
January.

Information will also be provided on a range of the other supports and grants
administered through the CTRD directorate available to community groups to undertake
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local improvement projects in communities such as Clar, ORIS and Town and Village
Renewal. In addition information will be available at the roadshows from our Planning
Directorate on Heritage Grants and our Climate Action Directorate on their range of
grant supports. The LCDC will also attend with Local Development Companies to
provide information on the range of grant supports including Leader that they provide.

The final roadshows will take place this week.

MD Date Venue Time
Bantry Jan 26™ West Lodge, Bantry 4-7pm
Kanturk Jan 27" Temperence Hall 4-7pm

The events will be open to the public to drop in, with stands available with information
on each type of grant stream and staffed by relevant CCC staff. As more and more grant
streams have PPN membership as an eligibility requirement - the PPN will also have a
stand at several of these roadshows.
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Deposit Return Scheme Pilot on the Islands

Re-turn, the operator of Ireland’s Deposit Return Scheme, has expanded access to its
reverse vending machines (RVMs) and recycling infrastructure to three island
communities in Ireland. The pilot will see the installation of RVMs on Cape Clear Island
in Co. Cork and Arranmore Island in Co. Donegal as well as communal Re-turn
collection bins on Inishturk, Co. Mayo, ensuring residents and visitors alike can easily
return drinks containers for recycling.

The Islands Pilot Programme will gather information and data, monitoring return rates,
machine usage patterns and community feedback to inform wider rollouts of RVMs to
island communities in the future.

Island communities face unique challenges in managing waste, including limited
transport links and constrained local infrastructure. Providing convenient return points
ensures these communities are not disadvantaged in participating in the Deposit
Return Scheme and supports equal access to recycling services across Ireland.

For more information visit www.re-turn.ie


https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId%3D6942e4946f4106fa73710297%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26Base64Url%3DeNpFjV9PgzAUxT8NvBXaXgrUhJhNg1GXxcgWjS-mtLcO3WBSGHGf3rKYeP-ch3t-J3c3DEd3FcdOq7bFPhq6o0Md6e4QX5tCpiLsC7frpnAsLmgAi4CXfvZN--UIjz66k8F9c8L-Z05552ZFvf7TYua99EiGsW-jBv9uJfNL2dyy5ibR0hhLhEhTUzNJtFGCJAwtUTKviU00SipZRq0l9FI-vqhexKa6OzzSafx8zp_GZbVpRb1W5xLG7-359WFq3t7vzdJtA7hNIA2HQuQMQOcqQ0D_LMNEc8iVMZiCFboG4AIlZ7_6zFTO%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com&t=074a43adc848d829773f16cb7fc473c6ba778d6c
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https://re-turn.ie/re-turn-brings-deposit-return-scheme-to-irish-islands/&t=17574ff9efc567816d812a294f5f0f707e572c02
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Millstreet Pop — Up Volunteer Centre

Cork

@ Volunteer Centre

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

POP UP VOLUNTEER GENTRE
MILLSTREET LIBRARY

28™ JANUARY
WEDNESDAY

10:30-12:30

e Speak 1:1 with Cork Volunteer
Centre staff

» Find out more about the
services Cork Volunteer
Centre provides to volunteers
and non-profit organisations

» Register as a volunteer and
apply for volunteer
opportunities

» Advice on recruiting and
managing volunteers for
community groups
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Healthy Ireland: Power Up Your Mind

POWER UP

'\.r\

A

§ ‘ ,‘\“
ﬁ.-x

! \ \J
HAR C-\'o

s

> YOUR MIND

JeEN OCaLLAGHAN NT

OPEN TO THE PUBLI

Admission FREE ‘
~ Over14's - Dr ANT KIERNAN

73
£

Lcné'

(= 2 Comhairle Contae Chorcai
‘ S Cork County Council



N7,

S

lic Participation
Network Cork County

A SHARED VISION FOR
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
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20" February 2026

A SHARED VISION FOR
AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

STRENGHTENING RURAL LIFE
FROM FARM TO COMMUNITY

Join us to discuss the challenges facing rural industries and communities in
the coming years and explore opportunities for strengthening rural life

BILLY KELLEHER MEP JOSEPHINE O'NEILL VANESSA KIELY O'CONNOR ENDA BUCKLEY
Member of the European National President Vice-Chair Director of Sustainability
Parkament Macrs West Cork ICMSA Carbery Group

CONOR MULVIHILL NIALL WALSHE TADHG BUCKLEY RACHEL MARTIN
Director Asgistant CEO Director of Policy Farming Editor
Dairy Industry lreland Avondhu Blackwater Irish Farmers Association Irish Examiner

HOSTED BY

WO Dip,
<] -
E MT U uc Comhairle Contae Chorca ( 2] \
B ot s comen. Cork County Counci E u
Sopmze”

SAVE THE DATE
THE DETAILS

20™ FEBRUARY 2026
TICKET

MUNSTER TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

BISHOPSTOWN LINK
CORK

10 AM

Free Registration https://farming-rural-life.eventbrite.ie/

This evant is funded by the Iraland Dairy Cantra of Vocational Excallence (Ireland Dairy COVE), contributing to the Erasmus+ European Excellance in
Dairy Learning peroject (Grant numbar 101055548). Establishment of national Dairy COVE'S is pact of an EU-wida initiative focusad on strangthening
vocational education and training within the dairy and wider agri-food sector. MTU & an Irish partner in the project, which is led nationally by
University College Cork.
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Cork County Council
ROAD SAFETY PROMOTION NO ROAD DEATHS

Is your group interested in a Road or Water
Safety Awareness workshop?

Caroline Casey, Cork County Council’s Water & Road Safety Development Officer, has
kindly offered to work with us from October! Is there anything you would like to learn
more about, or raise awareness of?

Let us know!
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Get involved!

Join Our Linkage Groups!

Linkage Groups bring together stakeholder organisations and groups who are members
of the PPN with a common interest to discuss their diverse views and interests in a
specific policy area.

This is a pathway for such organisations and groups to have a real input into policy in
their respective area of operation.

Linkage Groups are an essential component of the work of the PPN.

They are independent networks of community groups who are interested in a common
theme such as Arts, Community, Environment, Heritage, Housing, Planning, Social
Inclusion, Transport or Tourism (and more).

Linkage Groups work to influence change. They do this through advocating for policy
changes on behalf of the community through PPN Reps engaging with Cork County
Council and other bodies appropriate to the issue or subject matter of advocacy.

After our recent Plenary meeting, we are proposing four Linkage Groups:

Housing, Planning, Transport and Community Safety
Arts, Community, Heritage and Tourism
Climate Change, Water and Environment

Pobdb-=

Social Inclusion, Rural Development, Youth, Enterprise & Recreation

Please let us know if your group would like to join to any of these Linkage Groups, by
emailing ppn@corkcoco.ie .

By making submissions to a Linkage Group, you can support our SPC and LCDC
Reps and give them a mandate to bring to the Council.


file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/ppn@corkcoco.ie%20
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Secretariat Vacancies:

Cork County PPN has a number of vacancies available, some on the various Committees
within the County Council - the SPCs and LDCDs, but at the moment we also have a number
of positions we are looking to fill on our Secretariat - the incredibly important group that
keeps the PPN show on the road !

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the
PPN. Its role is to:

e Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN

e Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings

e Coordinate the activities of the PPN Communicate extensively and regularly with all
PPN members and disseminate information concerning all PPN activities as widely as
possible

e Manage and support PPN staff The Secretariat is made up of two representatives
from each of the Cork County Municipal Districts i.e. Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh,
East Cork, Bandon-Kinsale, Fermoy, Kanturk-Mallow and West Cork, as well as, two
representatives from each of the PPN colleges i.e. Community & Voluntary College,
Social Inclusion College and Environmental College.

Commitment Involved:

The Secretariat role is voluntary and requires approximately two hours per month to attend
meetings, which generally take place at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of each month,
alternating between in-person and online formats. Travel expenses for in-person meetings
are reimbursed. Additional involvement may be required from time to time, such as
participation in sub-groups or events.

This is a rewarding opportunity for individuals to contribute meaningfully to the social fabric
of our communities. Secretariat members receive access to training and national events,
develop key skills, and play a crucial role in shaping supports for community groups,
particularly those representing marginalised voices.

Applications forms for all our available roles can be found on our website Cork County PPN
Nominations - Cork County PPN
- or reach out to PPN@corkcoco.ie and we can have a chat with you about any of the roles

available.


https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/
file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/PPN@corkcoco.ie%20
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#fundingfriday
HSE National Lottery Grant Scheme

The HSE offer National Lottery grants to health and social care projects.
Community groups and voluntary organisations can apply.

Y ou must provide health or social care services to the community. For example,
you might help people with a disability, older people, carers or disadvantaged
groups.

Public bodies, including the HSE, cannot apply for this funding.

Important dates

Wednesday 14 January 2026 - applications for 2026 funding opens.
Friday 13 February 2026, midday - the deadline for applications.

Friday 29 May 2026 - we will contact all applicants to let them know the outcome
of their applications.

Further info: HSE National Lottery Grant Scheme



https://www2.hse.ie/services/schemes-allowances/lottery-grants/national-lottery-grants/
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BIM FLAG Funding Scheme

The FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group) Scheme is now open for applications. This scheme supports
sustainable development in coastal communities and offers funding for a wide range of projects within 10
km of the coast.

Eligible Project Categories

e Training for individuals (pre-approval required)

¢ Small Scale Coastal Fishing (SSCF) projects

¢ Blue Economy initiatives in seafood, niche coastal tourism, marine leisure, and marine industry
e Community development projects (public good or income-generating)

e Charity-led projects (registered with Charities Regulator)

o Fisheries co-operatives or collectives

Funding Thresholds

¢ Individuals (Training): 50% grant aid, up to €5,000
e Blue Economy Enterprises: 50% grant aid, up to €50,000
e SSCF Vessel Owners: 80% grant aid, up to €50,000

e Community Groups/Charities: 50-80% grant aid, up to €50,000

(Higher caps apply for larger projects; see full guidelines for details.)

Applications must be submitted via BIM’s grants management system before 5 PM on January 29th,
2026. For full details and to apply, please visit:

BIM - Fisheries Local Action Groups (FLAGS)



https://bim.ie/fisheries/funding/fisheries-local-action-groups-flags/
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Local Enhancement Programme 2026

The DRCDG Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026 will provide capital funding to
support community groups across Ireland.

This funding will provide capital supports that are essential for many small community
groups and organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged communities in
rural and urban areas.

There will be a particular focus on small capital works/improvements, and the purchase
of equipment for community use. The funding may be used for, but is not limited to;
improving access for persons with a disability; enhancing community participation for
disadvantaged and marginalised groups, and improving energy efficiency of community
facilities to reduce ongoing costs.

The scheme is desighed to ensure local priorities are identified and met, to improve and
enhance community facilities for all. Funding will be available to a diverse range of
community groups including, but not limited to, community centres, parish halls and
local voluntary groups.

This funding will help communities, community groups and committees, allowing them
to continue to provide valuable services to the people in their area, and in the process
strengthen the bonds that tie communities together. The fund also aims to support local
strategic priorities through linkages with Local Economic Community Plans (LECPs).

The Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) is funded by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht. Please see the following link for a press
release by the Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara
Calleary TD, and the Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development
and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD: Press Release.

e Capital funding for use towards carrying out necessary repairs and
improvements to facilities, purchase of equipment, etc. (For drawdown, capital
costs must cover period from LCDC grant approval date, to 31st October
2026).

The closing date for applications is Friday the 30" January 2026 at 3.00pm

Click here to make an application



https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht%2Fpress-releases%2Fministers-calleary-and-buttimer-announce-new-7-million-local-enhancement-programme-2026%2F&t=dc34dff39db8de22ac23e3365707c598e0e5ccd8
https://www.corkcoco.ie/en/resident/community/local-enhancement-programme
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Public Consultation on the Draft Cork
Wastewater Strategy and associated
Environmental Reports

Uisce Eireann has commenced an 8-week public consultation on the draft Cork Wastewater
Strategy and associated environmental reports.

The Draft Strategy sets out a long-term plan for managing wastewater services across the Cork
Metropolitan Area, assessing existing infrastructure and identifying the future investment
required to support sustainable growth, environmental protection, and climate resilience
through to 2030, 2055 and 2080.

Uisce Eireann will be consulting with a wide range of environmental and public bodies to
progress this comprehensive assessment of all existing wastewater infrastructure and set out a
vision for future development. Members of the public and all interested stakeholders are also
invited to participate in the consultation and make a submission.

Submissions are invited from all interested parties for eight weeks from 22 January
to 19 March 2026.

This is an important project for the people of Cork, the first of its kind undertaken. Uisce Eireann
is proactively looking ahead to identify the needs of the area, and the community, as far forward
as 2080.

In developing the draft Cork Wastewater Strategy, Uisce Eireann has prepared key environmental
reports including a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Natura Impact Statement (NIS).

Documents are available to view and download from https://www.water.ie/CWS

To make a submission please send it to Uisce Eireann by email or post by 19 March 2026.

Email: CWS@water.ie

Post: Cork Wastewater Strategy, Uisce Eireann, PO Box 860, South City Delivery Office, Cork
City.

Online: consult.water.ie

Uisce Eireann will also host a webinar during the consultation period. Details and registration
information will be available on the website.


https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69720bfa431b6e1a06a9c46c&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNodi8sKwjAQAL-mOebdSAtBRPAHPHjebDbUg01pIvv7BmEuAzNb70dblWoI-06n7PVohBLrR11zXMIszti2yuIb_-nkbpN9DJhZMvSxvGno_fUUPZoZS3Y6JOOCs56SvgRIiTxAKU5ntMUkj_kHKswl2g%3D%3D&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com
mailto:CWS@water.ie
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69720bfa431b6e1a06a9c46c&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNodi0EKwyAQAF8Tj2rcmpqClF76D91sSKHREDfs9yuFOQ0zG_PRHsY0TKXQqbkejVBj3c1zifPk1RnbVkVd8Z8O8BrcuyMivSrt-rKWxH39UNeKI0IGO7uwBkeBXF490hIg3WEEHLMHvE3W2_wDF4UnSQ%3D%3D&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com
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Behind the scenes @ PPN HQ

Com RLe (Cr

Okay, it’s the 500" week of January, but we just got the photos back -

Just before Christmas, PPN Staff from across the Country met in Laois. As
well as making big plans for the year ahead, we were treated to AWARD
WINNING mince pies!



