
 

 E - Bulletin Newsletter 07/08/2026 
 

Dear PPN Member, 

Welcome to our E-Bulletin!  
Our E-Bulletin is designed to keep you up to date with Cork County Public Participation 

News and to keep you connected to other communities, events, training, and 
information. 

Whilst Cork County Public Participation Network has almost 800 member groups, it has 
the potential to reach so many more - so forward this email to your committee members 

and volunteers!  
I hope you find this helpful. Get in touch if there is anything you would like to include in 

future editions, we may even make you our next Group of the Week!  
 

Watch a short video animation about Cork County PPN - Click the following link. 

Check Out or Website Link  

And be sure to engage with us on the socials!  

Facebook – Cork County PPN  

Instagram – @corkcountyppn  

 

Happy Friday,  

Anthony & Noelle xx 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=isbTAOmmlBk
https://corkcountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkCountyPPN
https://www.instagram.com/corkcountyppn/
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News & Events:  

West Cork Housing Body included in EU 

Good Practice Brochure 

West Cork community organisation, and PPN registered group, Carbery Housing Association 

(CHA), has received significant European recognition after being featured in the Rural Pact 

Good Practice Brochure on Rural Housing, published by the European Union's Rural Pact 

Support Office in June 2026. The brochure showcases just six outstanding initiatives from across 

Europe that are addressing rural housing challenges through innovative, community-led 

solutions.  

Carbery Housing's inclusion highlights the 

impact of its pioneering Mortgage Rescue 

Programme, which was developed to prevent 

homelessness in rural West Cork. Since 2013, 

the organisation has worked to purchase 

homes at risk of repossession, allowing families 

to remain in their communities as tenants 

under affordable rental agreements. The 

initiative combines housing security with 

energy-efficiency upgrades, helping to reduce 

both housing instability and energy poverty.  

The European publication notes that the 

programme provides a practical and replicable 

model for tackling rural housing challenges. 

Through strong partnerships with local 

authorities, community-led governance, and 

innovative retrofitting projects, Carbery 

Housing has secured accommodation for 

around 70 residents while strengthening 

community resilience across the region.  

Jose Ospina, PPN Representative on Cork County Council’s Housing Strategic Policy Committee 

and a key figure within Carbery Housing Association and on our Secretariat, expressed his pride 

at seeing the organisation's work recognised at European level. 



 
It is particularly significant because it places West Cork's experience alongside successful housing 

initiatives from Austria, Spain, Denmark, Slovenia, and Germany, highlighting the value of local 

innovation in shaping wider European conversations on housing policy.  

The recognition is also a positive reflection of the important work being carried out by 

community organisations across West Cork. As housing continues to be one of the most pressing 

issues affecting rural communities, Carbery Housing's success demonstrates how locally driven 

initiatives can deliver meaningful and lasting change. 

The PPN congratulates Carbery Housing Association on this well-deserved recognition and looks 

forward to seeing its work continue to influence rural housing policy and practice both nationally 

and across Europe.  

Good Practice Brochure ‘Rural housing’ | Rural Pact Community Platform 

________________________________________________________________ 

We are always excited to see local community action recognised beyond our own 
county, and this is a wonderful example of how grassroots solutions can influence 

policy and practice across Europe!  

 

  

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications/good-practice-brochure-rural-housing_en#section--resources


 

  

Nature Network Ireland events happening 

this August  

A guided walk along the scenic Knockduv Loop in Ballinaboola, Garrane, Ballyhea, Cork 

Sat 15th August 

 2:30 - 4:30pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2272877 

 

A guided walk along Attychraan Loop Walk in the Galtee Mountains 

Sunday 16th August 

2:30 - 4:30pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2273401 

 

Irish Birds at Risk - online event 

An engaging and informative talk as we discuss the incredible Irish bird life that has seen a 

decline in recent years 

Thursday 20th August: 

7 - 8pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2300931 

 

Flowers at Beaumont Quarry 

Thursday 20th August,  

7 -8pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2338477 

 

Otters of the Blackwater 

Thursday 20th August, 

7 -8pm 

Community centre, Fermoy 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2302612 

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilsKwyAUBVcTP7WaXLUFKf3pPnzckpBWg14J3X2lMPNxhrMSHe0mRIs-Z6ycytEw8lg-4p7cVQOrrq3lZN39r9P8mNRzEPqXtrgjNe5p7OypV8xIZ6n7VvHtcxpZKaOsMYxcmG3EAIiDpDxIiTqZWQb5uiwwtAbCAvoHZRQvag%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodikEKwyAQAF8Tj8asGpOClF76D10tCWk16Ero7yuFucwwG9FZb-NY0aUUC6d81ogc82e8B7vOmhVbt3yxZv_rIB8DPDu-fWnHI1LljronR63EFOnK5dhLfLsUegYwUomJkV0APQQMQoMU0xK00V6sRjkJaGYUysuX0Nr_AEeALro%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodikEKgzAQAF9jjlGTrCSFUHrpP9bNFsU2kWRF-vtKYS4zzCKyt1vfN8KcuWope2PSVD79PcUwgaqxLeVUR_yvnX105nkxH19ZaWNpGuXyjHJUzixnqdta-Y05XdnYYQh2VBI54Ct5mK13NjAZIPBsxslhIIAEgdGBR_wBVi8vcQ%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilsKwyAQAE-TfBp1a9WClP70Hj62JKTVoCuht68U5meGWYmOdluWFn3OWBmVo2FksXyWe3L2qubq2lrOubv_OsFjks9B6F_a4o7UmKfh2VOvmJHOUvet4tvnNLIEMBetZ3Ih8GAERCmSASMFwIsrqxNXmIRQEr3iydvwA0ghLvQ%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodikEKgzAQAF-jR42bJmsKofTSf8TNgmKbSLIi_X1DYS4zzCpy1Ps4VgopcRkkH5VpoPwZH9E7a_ri65qv_vT_tdPPDl6N5fzKRjtLHYI0T0HOwonlymXfCr9Dii2DVmAn6MUrE3lCC0YvSJpMsICsSLmbmbV2sCAqAJx_P1suDA%3D%3D


 
 

Bug Hunt at Beaumont Quarry 

Saturday 22nd August 

1pm - 4pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2338394 

 

Tralee Bay, protecting species, from river to sea 

Sunday 23rd August 

1 -4pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2316113 

 

Beaumont Quarry clean-up 

Wednesday 26th August 

10am - 1pm 

Ticket Tailor link: 

https://buytickets.at/naturenetworkireland/2261608 

 

  

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodikEKgzAQAF9jjlqzRrOFUHrpP5LNimKbSLIi_X2lMJcZZhHZ673rKvmUuLSS98rUUv50j-hwNKq4uuRTHe6_NvBs9OsiHF9ZaWOprZfLk5ejcGI5c9nWwm-f4pU1gAUclDjsbxPxoMHHUVvEKRCaAWY0PcTZBm1sNDzRD0WeLvY%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodikEKgzAQAF9jjqZJdI2FUHrpPzbrgmKbSLJB-vtKYS4zzCpy1LvWlTAlLr3kozL1lD_6sYQZRlVCXfOpWvivnXt29nUR21c22llqj3J5QmmFE8uZy74VfmNarmydAWOckuBuNAwmem8RxsVamoAmDwQzeoM0RozRWIYfRDMvIw%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a71e0c23d2f480c8d5c58b5&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilsOgyAQAE-jnyCoPJqQpj-9xwpLNFYwsMb09iVN5mcmsxKd9cF59ZASFkb5rOiZzwd_BmfV3BdX13z3l_uv3fjq5LuxXF_a_I5UGVDzBHQVTEh3LvtW8AMptCylEmowPTmDegrTMg7KRwk4Cwg-aiuUnEGjRYNhMVHpH1rtL9k%3D


 

Oral History Network Ireland's National 

Heritage Week event - 18.08.26 

  
‘Electrifying Oral History & Heritage with a ‘Bring and Tell’. 

FREE National Heritage Week 2026 Event 

Tuesday 18th August 2026, 1:30pm-4:00pm 

Cork City Library, 57-61 Grand Parade, Cork. 

Under this year’s National Heritage Week banner of ‘Heritage at Risk’ (running from 
15th–23rd August 2026), the Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) presents our 2026 
National Heritage Week event, ‘Electrifying Oral History & Heritage with a ‘Bring and 
Tell’. 

This FREE event with our guest speaker, Dr Sorcha O’Brien, presenting her Electric Irish 
Homes Project, features oral histories and cultural heritage pertaining to how Irish 
homes and housework were changed by rural electrification in the 1950s and 1960s. 

https://www.heritageweek.ie/
http://www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/oral-history-network-ireland-electrifying-stories-of-everyday-life
https://www.heritageweek.ie/event-listings/oral-history-network-ireland-electrifying-stories-of-everyday-life


 
Elizabeth Kiely, Co-Chair of OHNI said, “While our heritage includes what is natural and 
what is built, it also includes our memories, stories and experiences and when we 
share our stories about the things we have from the past, we also keep our heritage 
alive.” 

INTERACTIVE 

Attendees to this FREE event are warmly invited to bring along a kitchen tool, 
implement, appliance, product, or treasured toy (or a photograph of such) that helps 
tell the stories of our home lives, home-based work, and activities from the past. 
Members of the OHNI team will discuss the items with attendees and record a short 
audio account of their memories (with their permission). We will also have a 
photographer on hand to photograph items. What is shared is a vital part of our cultural 
heritage that is at risk, but together we can preserve it with care and attention. 

Dr Sorcha O’Brien will deliver her talk, followed by a Q&A session, and the interactive 
element of the program will conclude the event. 

OUR VENUE 

This FREE event will be held in the Thomas Davis Room, Cork City Library, 57-61 Grand 
Parade, Cork City, Eircode T12 NT99 on Tuesday 18th August, from 1:30 pm to 4:00 
pm. MAP 

This event is free of charge to anybody across the wider community who would like to 
attend, although registration is required via this Ticket Tailor link, due to limited spaces. 
Tea, coffee, and a light lunch will be provided. 

For general information about the Oral History Network of Ireland 
visit www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie and more on Heritage Week, 
visit www.heritageweek.ie 

Media enquiries to: info@oralhistorynetworkireland.ie 

FACEBOOK: @ORALHISTORYNETWORKOFIRELAND / X: @OralHist_ie / BLUESKY: 
@oralhistoryie INSTAGRAM: @oralhist_ie / LINKEDIN: @Oral History Network Of 

Ireland 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps?cid=15668447444800049563&g_mp=CiVnb29nbGUubWFwcy5wbGFjZXMudjEuUGxhY2VzLkdldFBsYWNlEAMYASAF&hl=en-US&source=embed
https://www.oralhistorynetworkireland.ie/
https://www.heritageweek.ie/
javascript:;


 

Family Carers Ireland: Insights into 

Dementia 

 
We’re delighted to share details of two  upcoming courses, “Insights into Dementia – 
Informing and Empowering Family Carers” happening in Cork,  designed specifically 
for family carers and supporters. 



 
 

This 7-week face-to-face course offers valuable information, practical guidance, and 
emotional support for those caring for a family member or friend living with dementia. 

  

Course Details for Cork Midelton: 

Venue: Talbot Hotel Midelton, Old Cork Road, Midleton, P25AX67, Co. Cork 
Dates: Tuesdays, 8th of September-10th of October ( for duration of 7 weeks) 
Time: 7:00pm – 9:30pm 
Tutor: Audrey Sands 
  

Course Details for Cork City: 

Venue:  Clayton Hotel Silver Springs Tivoli Road, Co. Cork 
Dates: Thursdays, 10th of September- 22nd of October ( for duration of 7 weeks) 
Time: 7:00pm – 9:30pm 
Tutor: Audrey Sands 
 
Registration process: 

1.                  Complete an Application Form 
Applicants can complete Complete the Online Application Form , or download the form 
here, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland, External Learning and Development Department, 
Temple Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, A94 N8YO. 
Applications will be acknowledged once received. Applicants will then be added to our 
waiting list and contacted as soon as a place becomes available. 

2.                  Await an Invitation 
Family Carers Ireland will contact applicants by email or phone. If no contact details are 
provided, we will issue invitations by post. 

3.                  Accept the Invitation and Attend Invitations are for one person only.  

If you have any queries, don’t hesitate to contact familycarertraining@alzheimer.ie. 

Please note this course is not suitable for social care workers or home care assistants. 

 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D6a4e5af8c8222be62dc4d4b1%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com%26Base64Url%3DeNodirEOwiAQQL-mjNDa4IEJMV3U2dENjiPt0NJwaH9fNHlveXlzrTtflGL020ZF1rwzocS8qmt09qxFcTznQ7zdf-3GqTvdGimXlWVOaUH67S1R8_W5T4_jiZVFdWjGELT11hsd0YBNlGCAcQgAhNYAxF73xn8BtswqcQ%253D%253D&t=2f4fda4642730c4fee7598f72561b8ee6d859cce
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D6a4e5af8c8222be62dc4d4b1%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com%26Base64Url%3DeNodS10LgjAU_TX6NnXOmQtGRORbJRH0PK8bCroNNzH69V26XM4H55wxRh-OeR5AWavXLDofNGTglvw0SFHzdJVhdHu6yX81YeekbPHV_B31tOBk0mh3T8DZqG1Es_nZqSGgKouSIxUM4X59k_byIueuI-3jeSOUZphX2eDgk0YJIJgRBo8dKg192RgODYVeDVxUytRQ1JQr-AGD9zfA&t=1c16046e8915bcae5eff4dc4eb6b2ca3be0d3b78
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D6a4e5af8c8222be62dc4d4b1%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com%26Base64Url%3DeNodS10LgjAU_TX6NnXOmQtGRORbJRH0PK8bCroNNzH69V26XM4H55wxRh-OeR5AWavXLDofNGTglvw0SFHzdJVhdHu6yX81YeekbPHV_B31tOBk0mh3T8DZqG1Es_nZqSGgKouSIxUM4X59k_byIueuI-3jeSOUZphX2eDgk0YJIJgRBo8dKg192RgODYVeDVxUytRQ1JQr-AGD9zfA&t=1c16046e8915bcae5eff4dc4eb6b2ca3be0d3b78
mailto:familycarertraining@alzheimer.ie


 

Reflective Practice for Practitioners course 

SHEP Autumn 2026 

 
SHEP is organising four Reflective Practice for Practitioner courses this Autumn 2026. 
One is in-person in Cork City, one in-person in Waterford and two are online (serving all 
locations).  



 
The courses are highly subsidised. The application closing date is Friday 28th August 
2026.  

Information is available on the website 
at https://www.socialandhealth.com/training/reflective-practice/ .  

You can contact the course co-ordinators –  

Jess Bowen at jess.bowen@socialandhealth.com or  

Liam McCarthy at liam.mccarthy@socialandhealth.com or by phone to SHEP (021) 
4666180/Jess (089 6100906).  

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Autumn/Winter 2026 Training 

Programme 
  

 Courses on Carmichael’s Autumn/Winter 2026 Scheduled Training 
Programme are now available to book here. They have a range of new and 
returning courses on offer for you and your non-profit organisation. 
Click on the desired card below to learn more and to book your Scheduled 
Training course: 

  

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a5120c9aa74211be44e744b&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodi9sOwiAQRL-mfbMXKa2aEOOL_7Esi5BQaGCV3xdN5uHkzIxjPsptHAtCjJQHTkchHDDt492o6yr7rIpLtX-r_7QTj-78bKm1DiWhhwDROILA7vdqDWfw0cdXw0w2ELL_0OnI0ACp2Z4VbkIaq2cjp3kVBAbEYjdthJSLpkmvFxTaLvYLReA1fA%3D%3D
mailto:jess.bowen@socialandhealth.com
mailto:liam.mccarthy@socialandhealth.com
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2F%3Ftype%3Dscheduled-courses&t=bbb2329ad7ec6c0658ab3881b549387df7420c8a
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2F%3Ftype%3Dscheduled-courses&t=bbb2329ad7ec6c0658ab3881b549387df7420c8a
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2F%3Ftype%3Dscheduled-courses&t=bbb2329ad7ec6c0658ab3881b549387df7420c8a


 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2Fintroduction-to-spreadsheets-microsoft-excel%2F&t=39561d8f85b2a5a3a7b78e7edf0ce55715b328c4
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2Fpractical-gdpr-online%2F&t=d61d0501f40089d64b1912d1d9cc3025a18a809e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2Fteam-building-in-person-1%2F&t=baaae79085313c650a58c05c2b3bfd4502c6f0d6
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carmichaelireland.ie%2Fcourses%2Fintroduction-to-book-keeping-for-charities%2F&t=df1f88c8bb472a960f3f4406f05225a2643ea8a1


 

Customised Training for your 

Organisation 
  

  

Carmichael provide tailored training to meet the specific needs of non-profit 
organisations across Ireland, delivered online or in person. 
Whether you’re looking to strengthen governance, improve financial oversight, or 
build digital skills, their expert trainers can design training sessions just for your 
non-profit’s team. 
Topics include: 

  

 

 

• GDPR Policy Review 
• The Charities Governance 

Code 
• The Charities Act 2009 & 

Companies Act 2024 
• Board Roles & 

Responsibilities & Board 
Induction 

• Strategic Planning 
• Financial Oversight for Non-

Financial Manager 

   

  

• GDPR & Cyber Security 
• The Role of the Treasurer, 

Chairperson, CEO & 
Company Secretary 

• Safeguarding 
• SORP & Book-keeping 
• Social Media & Digital 

Communications 
• Grant Writing 

   

 
If you have a requirement for your own organisation or would like more information 
contact: andrew@carmichaelireland.ie, training@carmichaelireland.ie or 
trainingofficer@carmichaelireland.ie. 

mailto:andrew@carmichaelireland.ie
mailto:training@carmichaelireland.ie
mailto:trainingofficer@carmichaelireland.ie


 

PPN Stakeholder Training 

We would like to remind you that the online only self-paced videos programme for PPN stakeholders 
has been developed with SJI. Registrations for the online only training is now open. Social Justice 
Ireland is providing this training on behalf of the Department. 

The online only training covers the following: 

- An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules) 
- Local Government Budgets 
- PPNs and Local Government 
- Effective Participation in Consultations 
- Effective Facilitation 
- Strategic Planning 
- Measuring Outcomes and Impacts 

This is online only training and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own pace. Social 
Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each Module page. There are no 
scheduled classes as part of this training. 

This training is available to the following PPN Stakeholders: 

- PPN Workers 
- PPN Secretariat Members 
- PPN Representatives 
- PPN Member Groups 
- Local Authority Staff 
- Elected Councillors 

To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link: : Register for Training | 
Social Justice Ireland 

 

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a632f6c5922e6ff3a023631&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNpNikEKwyAQAF8TbzVFa8gWpPTSf-hmk1gaDe4Gv9_QU2EOwzCryM73vmcMOVPVUnYm1Fi2_jF5GJyqntfS1OF_a2efnXmdtNY0F0zh8z5YEpJOdOZKS2Kh-qcXqSHllBclfiS6gTU0IQQzuAAB5pGmGePVOhoBY3QAg_kCpNYzDA%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a632f6c5922e6ff3a023631&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNpNikEKwyAQAF8TbzVFa8gWpPTSf-hmk1gaDe4Gv9_QU2EOwzCryM73vmcMOVPVUnYm1Fi2_jF5GJyqntfS1OF_a2efnXmdtNY0F0zh8z5YEpJOdOZKS2Kh-qcXqSHllBclfiS6gTU0IQQzuAAB5pGmGePVOhoBY3QAg_kCpNYzDA%3D%3D


 

Get involved! 

 

Secretariat Vacancies: 
Cork County PPN has a number of vacancies available, some on the various Committees 

within the County Council - the SPCs and LDCDs, but at the moment we also have a number 

of positions we are looking to fill on our Secretariat - the incredibly important group that 

keeps the PPN show on the road !  

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the 

PPN. Its role is to:  

• Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN  

• Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings  

• Coordinate the activities of the PPN Communicate extensively and regularly with all 

PPN members and disseminate information concerning all PPN activities as widely as 

possible 

• Manage and support PPN staff The Secretariat is made up of two representatives 

from each of the Cork County Municipal Districts i.e. Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh, 

East Cork, Bandon-Kinsale, Fermoy, Kanturk-Mallow and West Cork, as well as, two 

representatives from each of the PPN colleges i.e. Community & Voluntary College, 

Social Inclusion College and Environmental College.  

Commitment Involved: 

The Secretariat role is voluntary and requires approximately two hours per month to attend 

meetings, which generally take place at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of each month, 

alternating between in-person and online formats. Travel expenses for in-person meetings 

are reimbursed. Additional involvement may be required from time to time, such as 

participation in sub-groups or events. 

This is a rewarding opportunity for individuals to contribute meaningfully to the social fabric 

of our communities. Secretariat members receive access to training and national events, 

develop key skills, and play a crucial role in shaping supports for community groups, 

particularly those representing marginalised voices. 

Applications forms for all our available roles can be found on our website Cork County 
PPN Nominations - Cork County PPN 

- or reach out to PPN@corkcoco.ie and we can have a chat with you about any of the 

roles available.  



 
Current Vacancies: 

2 x Vacant seats – Carrigaline Municipal District 

Vacant seat – East Cork Municipal District 

Vacant seat – Kanturk/Mallow Municipal District 

Vacant seat – Macroom Munciple District 

2 x Vacant seats – Environmental Electoral College 

Cork-County-Secretariat-Nomination-form 

Further vacancies:  

SPC Vacancies: 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC: 1 seat vacant  

Social Inclusion, Community & Rural Development SPC: 2 seats vacant  

Arts, Culture & Language SPC: 1 seat vacant  

 

Please submit your nomination by completing this form: 

Cork-County-SPC-Nomination form final 

LCDC Vacancies: 

• North Cork (1 Social Inclusion vacancies) 

Please submit your nomination by completing this form: 

Cork-County-LCDC-Nomination-form 

 

 

https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Cork-County-Secretariat-Nomination-form-1.docx
https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Cork-County-SPC-Nomination-form-final.docx
https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Cork-County-LCDC-Nomination-form.docx


 

Join Our Linkage Groups! 

Linkage Groups bring together stakeholder organisations and groups who are members 
of the PPN with a common interest to discuss their diverse views and interests in a 
specific policy area. 
This is a pathway for such organisations and groups to have a real input into policy in 
their respective area of operation. 

Linkage Groups are an essential component of the work of the PPN. 

They are independent networks of community groups who are interested in a common 
theme such as Arts, Community, Environment, Heritage, Housing, Planning, Social 
Inclusion, Transport or Tourism (and more). 

Linkage Groups work to influence change. They do this through advocating for policy 
changes on behalf of the community through PPN Reps engaging with Cork County 
Council and other bodies appropriate to the issue or subject matter of advocacy. 

After our recent Plenary meeting, we are proposing four Linkage Groups:  

1. Housing, Planning, Transport and Community Safety  
2. Arts, Community, Heritage and Tourism  
3. Climate Change, Water and Environment 
4. Social Inclusion, Rural Development, Youth, Enterprise & Recreation 

Please let us know if your group would like to join to any of these Linkage Groups, by 
emailing ppn@corkcoco.ie .  

By making submissions to a Linkage Group, you can support our SPC and LCDC 
Reps and give them a mandate to bring to the Council. 

  

file://///CCCFSDEPT01/PPN_administration/Correspondence/2025/Newsletters/ppn@corkcoco.ie%20


 

 #fundingfriday  

Energy for Generations Fund to Open Soon 

The Energy for Generations Fund has announced the opening date for its second 
funding round of 2026, with applications set to open on Monday 10 August and close at 
5pm on Monday 24 August. 

The fund distributes €1 million annually through two funding rounds, supporting 
charities across Ireland that are working to tackle social exclusion. Funding is focused 
on initiatives that improve access to education, increase employment opportunities, 
and address homelessness. 

The programme supports projects that align with the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), with a particular focus on SDG 4 (Quality Education), 
SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), and SDG 10 
(Reduced Inequalities). 

The Energy for Generations Fund forms part of the organisation's wider Sustainable 
Leadership Plan, which aims to deliver positive social and environmental impact across 
Ireland. Alongside financial support, the fund seeks to maximise the impact of 
investment in disadvantaged communities by encouraging long-term, sustainable 
change and drawing on the organisation's expertise and skills to help funded projects 
achieve lasting outcomes. 

Charities interested in applying for the second 2026 funding round are encouraged to 
submit their applications before the deadline of 17:00 on Monday 24 August. 

Energy for Generations Fund to Open Soon | The Wheel 

  

https://www.wheel.ie/news/2026/07/energy-generations-fund-open-soon


 

 
 

€4.5million Integration Fund for 2026 

launched 

The fund, which brings together the full suite of exchequer funded Integration themed 

funding calls will enable communities across Ireland to play a greater role in promoting the 

integration of migrants. 

Funding is made available to organisations to carry out integration projects at a national, 

regional or local level. Organisations eligible to apply include local community groups, 

charities, faith-based groups, formal and informal schools and cultural organisations. 

Applicant organisations must operate on a not-for-profit basis. 

There are three streams of funding available for applicants; 

• Scheme 1 will provide grants of between €100,000 and €300,000 for large scale 

integration projects run over a period of up to three years. 

• Scheme 2 will provide grants of between €15,000 and €100,000 for large scale 

integration projects run over a period of up to one year. 

• Scheme 3 will provide grants of between €1,000 and €10,000 for local community 

integration projects. 

 

All applications must be submitted electronically. 

Applications for funding will remain open until noon on Wednesday 2 September 2026. 

Groups can access a detailed guidance document and complete an online application form at 

the following link: Integration Fund 

Under the 2025 Integration Fund, 117 projects nationwide were awarded a total of €3.6m in 

funding. 

 

More information: €4.5million Integration Fund for 2026 launched  

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/campaigns/integration-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-justice-home-affairs-and-migration/news/45million-integration-fund-for-2026-launched/


 

Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2027 

 
The Built Heritage Investment Scheme 2027 (BHIS) is for the repair and conservation of 
structures that are protected under the Planning and Development Acts. 
This scheme aims to support: 

• a significant number of projects across the country 
• the employment of skilled and experienced conservation professionals, 

craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic built environment 
 
Grants of between €2,500 and €50,000 are available. 
 
The scheme also incorporates streams for vernacular buildings and historic shopfronts, 
which were previously part of the Historic Structures Fund, as well as a ‘micro’ grant 
stream for works of routine maintenance and minor repairs. 
 
The fund is administered through Local Authorities. 

 
How to apply 
You can apply through your local authority. 
More info: Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS)  

 

 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-rural-and-community-development-and-the-gaeltacht/publications/local-authorities/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-housing-local-government-and-heritage/services/built-heritage-investment-scheme-bhis/


 

Consultations:  

Help Shape the Future of the Community, 

Voluntary and Social Enterprise Sector 

Across the Island of Ireland 

Nominations are now open for organisations to become founding members of the 
All-Island Alliance. 

The Wheel is inviting organisations from across Ireland to apply to become founding 
members of the All-Island Alliance. 

Established through the InsightLink project, the All-Island Alliance will bring together 
organisations from Ireland and Northern Ireland to strengthen collaboration, share 
knowledge and experience, and contribute to strategic discussions on the 
opportunities and challenges facing the voluntary, community and social enterprise 
(VCSE) sector. 

Supported through PEACEPLUS, the Alliance will provide a new mechanism for 
collaboration, strategic engagement and shared learning across the VCSE sector. It will 
enable organisations to identify common priorities, share evidence and contribute to 
discussions that support future policy development across the island of Ireland. 

Why has the All-Island Alliance been established? 

Organisations across the VCSE sector are responding to many of the same 
opportunities and challenges. However, opportunities to collaborate, share evidence 
and engage collectively across the island of Ireland have often been limited. 

The All-Island Alliance has been established to address this by creating a structured 
forum for collaboration, shared learning and strategic engagement. It will strengthen 
connections across the sector, support evidence-informed policy discussions and 
create new opportunities for organisations to work together on issues of shared 
importance. 

By bringing organisations together, the Alliance will help build a stronger, more 
connected and more influential VCSE sector. 



 
Why should your organisation become a founding member? 

As a founding member, your organisation will have the opportunity to: 

• Help shape the future of the sector by contributing to strategic discussions 
that ensure the experiences of organisations and communities inform future 
policy and decision-making. 

• Build stronger cross-border relationships by developing new partnerships, 
sharing learning and strengthening collaboration with organisations across 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

• Help remove barriers to collaboration by identifying the legal, administrative 
and practical challenges to cross-border working and contributing to solutions 
that support stronger collaboration. 

• Strengthen the evidence base by helping identify emerging issues and priorities 
that will inform InsightLink's research, data development and future strategic 
planning. 
 

What does membership involve? 

Founding member organisations will play an active role in shaping the work of the All-
Island Alliance through the participation of their nominated representative. 

Representatives will: 
• Attend quarterly Alliance meetings, including the inaugural residential on 29–30 

September 2026. 
• Contribute to strategic discussions on issues affecting the voluntary, community 

and social enterprise sector. 
• Share knowledge, experience and examples of effective practice with Alliance 

members and their wider networks. 
• Identify emerging challenges, priorities and opportunities for future 

collaboration and research. 
• Help shape the ongoing development of the All-Island Alliance throughout the 

lifetime of the InsightLink project. 
 

Who should apply? 

We welcome nominations from organisations of all sizes and from across the breadth 
of the voluntary, community and social enterprise sector, including organisations 
operating locally, regionally, nationally and across the island of Ireland. 

Whether your organisation has extensive experience of cross-border collaboration or is 
taking its first steps, we encourage you to apply. The Alliance will bring together 



 
organisations with a wide range of experiences, perspectives and networks, creating 
new opportunities for collaboration and shared learning. 

The Selection Panel will seek to ensure the Alliance reflects the diversity of the sector, 
including different subsectors, organisational sizes, geographical areas and 
communities across the island of Ireland. 

Key dates 

• Applications close: 12 noon, Monday 17 August 2026. 
• Inaugural All-Island Alliance Residential: 29–30 September 2026. 

 
Successful applicants should ensure their nominated representative is available to 
attend the inaugural residential. 

More info: Help Shape the Future of the Community, Voluntary and Social 
Enterprise Sector Across the Island of Ireland | The Wheel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wheel.ie/news/2026/07/help-shape-future-community-voluntary-and-social-enterprise-sector-across-island
https://www.wheel.ie/news/2026/07/help-shape-future-community-voluntary-and-social-enterprise-sector-across-island


 

 

Determine Demand for Affordable Housing 

in Cork County 

Cork County Council  is asking participants to provide details such as income levels, 
family size, disability status and other relevant information. The data gathered will be 
used to build a clearer picture of affordable housing need and to support informed 
decision-making on the scale, design and location of future developments. 

For more information, go to: https://www.corkcoco.ie/en/news/cork-county-council-
launches-survey-to-determine-demand-for-affordable-housing-0 
 
 
 

 

Consultation on draft National Standards 

for Child and Adolescent Mental Health 

Services (CAMHS) 

Minister Butler encourages parents, young people and mental health professionals 
to participate in consultation on draft National Standards for Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

Minister for Mental Health, Mary Butler TD, is encouraging the public to participate in 
the public consultation on the draft National Standards for CAMHS, asking children and 

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a4e35c94e6cd4b70afd8ef2&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNoLLi0uyEzOzC8tBgAWwAQ4&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodiksOgzAQQ08Du-ETIGkqoaqb3iMkQ0GFDMqnEbdvimT5WbaXEA5_r2uvlbXoqkCHR11p2uuHGSUfSjf6hVIZx-tadM-CvbJSSvnlPpo0VSvmBm02i8ln_BfQFG04L-h1g01lLujBR_fFEwKBwYBuXy3mtCtrYCYHas5u1LQhLBT9at_QlGHs2q5DKXvGe8YYR9nyVnA24TAI1fQamZHDTYgfQQxGiA%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a4e35c94e6cd4b70afd8ef2&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNoLLi0uyEzOzC8tBgAWwAQ4&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodiksOgzAQQ08Du-ETIGkqoaqb3iMkQ0GFDMqnEbdvimT5WbaXEA5_r2uvlbXoqkCHR11p2uuHGSUfSjf6hVIZx-tadM-CvbJSSvnlPpo0VSvmBm02i8ln_BfQFG04L-h1g01lLujBR_fFEwKBwYBuXy3mtCtrYCYHas5u1LQhLBT9at_QlGHs2q5DKXvGe8YYR9nyVnA24TAI1fQamZHDTYgfQQxGiA%3D%3D


 
young people, parents, carers, mental health professionals and service providers to 
share their views. 

Minister Butler legislated for the regulation of CAMHS for the first time in the recently 
passed Mental Health Act 2026 and requested the Mental Health Commission prioritise 
the development of the necessary standards for CAMHS as part of the implementation 
of the new Act.  

The new standards represent an important step in strengthening quality, consistency 
and accountability across Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services and form a key 
part of the new regulatory framework established under the Mental Health Act 2026. 
The draft standards place a strong emphasis on children’s rights, safety and wellbeing, 
responsiveness of services, and accountability. 

The public consultation is seeking feedback from children and young people with 
experience of CAMHS, parents and carers, mental health professionals, advocates, 
peer supporters, service providers and the wider public. Feedback will help inform the 
final version of the standards before they are introduced. 

Encouraging participation in the consultation, Minister Butler said: 

“I recently passed the Mental Health Act 2026 through the Oireachtas which legislates 
for the regulation of CAMHS for the first time, fulfilling a major commitment in the 
Programme for Government.  

“I requested the Mental Health Commission prioritise the development of these new 
standards for CAMHS which are an important step towards improving mental health 
services for children and young people. I encourage everyone with an interest in 
children’s mental health to take part and help shape the future of CAMHS.” 

The draft standards have been informed by expert advice, evidence, policy 
developments and engagement with stakeholders including people with lived 
experience. They are designed to support safe, person-centred and rights-based mental 
health services for children and young people. 

The Minister is particularly interested in views on whether the standards cover the key 
aspects of care, use clear and accessible language, and can be delivered effectively in 
practice. 

Minister Butler added: 



 
“Children and young people must be at the centre of these standards. Their 
experiences, along with the views of families, carers and frontline staff, are vital in 
making sure CAMHS services meet the needs of the children and families who use 
them.” 

“I want to thank everyone who has helped develop these draft standards so far. The 
feedback received through this consultation will help strengthen the final standards 
and support better mental health services for children and young people across 
Ireland.” 

The consultation will remain open for public submissions for the next six weeks. 
Feedback received will be used to refine the standards before they are finalised and 
implemented. 

New draft standards for Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) Public 
Consultation | Mental Health Commission 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Public consultation on mandatory folic acid 

fortification of flour 

Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy, Jennifer Murnane 
O’Connor TD has launched an online public consultation seeking the views and 
opinions of the public and of industry on the mandatory fortification of non wholemeal 
flour with folic acid, to help reduce the incidence of  neural tube defects in Ireland. 
Neural tube defects include conditions such as spina bifida, anencephaly, 
encephalocele and iniencephaly. 

Neural tube defects can occur when the spinal cord does not develop properly during 
early pregnancy. Ireland has a higher-than-average rate of occurrence of neural tube 
defects compared with the rest of Europe. Research has shown that sufficient folic acid 
intake may help reduce the incidence of neural tube defects. 

This public consultation provides an important opportunity for members of the public, 
to provide their views on the proposed fortification of non wholemeal flour with folic 
acid to help reduce the incidence of neural tube defects in Ireland.  We are also 
interested in the views of ‘food industry’ and related business operators to know how 
flour fortification with folic acid may affect their activities, along with input on any 
measures that could help businesses adapt to the new  fortification requirements.  

https://www.mhcirl.ie/public-consultations/new-standards-child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs-public
https://www.mhcirl.ie/public-consultations/new-standards-child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs-public


 
Submissions received through this process will be considered and may be used to 
inform future policy and legislation regarding mandatory fortification of flour with folic 
acid. 

Minister Murnane O’Connor said: 

“Neural tube defects can have a profound impact on patients, their families and the 
health service. People living with neural tube defects often face significant challenges 
in terms of impacts on health and disability, social inclusion and quality of life.  

“Research has shown that up to two thirds of neural tube defects can be prevented by 
consuming folic acid before and during the early stages of pregnancy. Women typically 
cannot get enough folic acid through diet alone, so fortified foods and folic acid 
supplements are needed to help reach the required levels. 

“We hope to reduce the incidence of neural tube defects in Ireland in the future by 
increasing dietary intake of foods which have been fortified with folic acid, and by 
encouraging folic acid supplementation. 

“I would like to encourage individuals and businesses to contribute their insights by 
making a submission on the Public Consultation: Mandatory fortification of flour with 
folic acid.” 

This call for submissions will remain open for 12 weeks, closing at 17:00 on 05 October 
2026. Further information on the submission process is available here. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-health/consultations/mandatory-fortification-of-flour-with-folic-acid-public-consultation/#how-to-participate


 

Social Justice Ireland Wellbeing Survey 

Social Justice Ireland is inviting individuals and organisations to participate in its latest 

Wellbeing Survey, aimed at improving understanding of quality of life and wellbeing across 

Ireland. Building on research undertaken in 2022, the survey seeks to explore how people’s 

priorities and perspectives on wellbeing may have evolved over time 

The survey also invites respondents to share their views on potential environmental, social, and 

economic sustainability indicators within key wellbeing dimensions, recognising their importance 

in supporting long-term wellbeing.  

Participation is open to all interested individuals. The survey takes approximately 20–30 minutes 

to complete, although many participants may finish it more quickly. Only a small number of 

questions are mandatory, and respondents are welcome to answer only those questions on 

topics they feel familiar with or wish to comment on.  

The insights gathered will contribute to Social Justice Ireland’s ongoing work in developing an 

alternative wellbeing framework and informing discussions on the factors that matter most to 

people living in Ireland.  

To take part in the survey, visit: Wellbeing: Measuring What Matters Survey 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2885B23

