
 

E - Bulletin Newsletter 16/10/2026 
 

Dear PPN Member, 

Welcome to our E-Bulletin!  
Our E-Bulletin is designed to keep you up to date with Cork County Public Participation 

News and to keep you connected to other communities, events, training, and 
information. 

Whilst Cork County Public Participation Network has almost 800 member groups, it has 
the potential to reach so many more - so forward this email to your committee members 

and volunteers!  
I hope you find this helpful. Get in touch if there is anything you would like to include in 

future editions, we may even make you our next Group of the Week!  
 

Watch a short video animation about Cork County PPN - Click the following link. 

Check Out or Website Link  

And be sure to engage with us on the socials!  

Facebook – Cork County PPN  

Instagram – @corkcountyppn  

 

Happy Friday,  

Anthony & Noelle xx 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=isbTAOmmlBk
https://corkcountyppn.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/CorkCountyPPN
https://www.instagram.com/corkcountyppn/
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News & Events:  

Winter Plenary  

 
We are delighted to invite you to the Cork County PPN Winter Plenary, taking place 

online on Thursday 29 October at 7.00pm. 



 
The evening will kick off with what promises to be an engaging and thought-provoking 

presentation from Louise Weir, University of Galway lecturer. 

The plenary will also provide an opportunity to: 

• Hear the latest PPN updates 
• Connect with fellow community representatives 
• Share feedback and ideas for future PPN activities 

 
Date: Thursday 29 October 

Time: 7.00pm 

Location: Online (Zoom)  

 

Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/x8wOFi2MQhKTq9WPlgX-

Aw#/registration  

 

Whether you are a long-standing member or newly involved with the PPN, we 

encourage you to attend and have your voice heard. 

All welcome. Members of the public are also invited to attend.  

On the night: We will look to fill some of our remaining vacancies –  

 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D6ac783d4f41474f9e21b6a79%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com%26Base64Url%3DeNplUttuqzgU_Zr2rT1ckzJSNUoaLkmDCReb4Jcj2xDMxUAIhISvHzoz0jyM5GXZa297r-VtPgzd7Y9fv26MNE3Wvw9td8vYO2vFrz_TT2Olv_afN95Or-Pn36kv6uZFsZZRF011e89G-T3NLlmTvmd5n91uPyeXaEz6pmjyF9Vi_T59UXcrwlRDMTRqaBdD__jIKNPW6UV-UVa7VpCiWXJY21esZe17kS10xPuMDAudgW7uQ344su44b8zNTlS7YFGhq7t_p9WR_NTaZc2yftEkry_yoiH1cdG40P_3tqRtyS1babCv_6lgPW-Dl0ubDc_sJscy2_J8fbiFUxvkfLDybh3r42QGebWtv1cpOJ5t_rQaw7vXtIdUTYbrQbNPvCJRdY0K6Zr9HhH3c1vn4RUVa-Gc9HDSbq5pv9Had8_R9enUR0m-vqmdl6YFORKSfXlQH7zYMJTwMR2qx29qGHvV46tV11yP1gZoF7HexKzcyl87O3cqE_oJe8SFd07GTTkfps0H7u-El5COKsf6yTe_MsvXXbcb77bDrbzdRp0LtD2zcYyj9HksR2X9RvtioL1IVPg9t9fq8NGsrZ10fhu70oud2JjniquHplbD2eDrt_Wl78LO3tynS_EGLqH_Xzdeh09JoURfU51kVJYUyZAoNWRKtUyj8rKVVZpmJNPUV8o-iRNIzHFXx6dxI7Hes6dep5E5YhsJHOvVUaCGCTQvfEkV6Y4U60lFPeLZKFlVV6cI82R2dbespGQBLivZ2_E6Ea4ElEC4ITapInMSa0aiGE-igHuifIwkhgItLcSxJZ1i5DGne0KFf0c2mCKn2wbQMmk8mLAya1fyfyAi21rqyjUt8CZSDx1W6jGJH-6P7tMZlMnyRfB5P6a2MTEFlUcB7jTEX8kZ1KAMEBOTgaE-BU09p6bRuKa1JTZyqEiJG4MvYjM1bECUKkaIFS4FIp2AzOT0nFpQpL0vHkcgAi-yuEOc2qZlfUrFo2A1Kly5lhhspUDetkSxIFEXRNsHRoaMBA-wxGRigQcSlUoh9wECKnAACCAbEvEIIsQhO9d7ak6TezYHV92esB10CXzwJEa7SIbyovnsRdUTqlwNxaCdlb3uwWqOlFwBzXZk8GH7UJOwkFQfpSWp9g9fChws8T5AKIhjoCGlPsVWLftxtwqbdOtZ3TMVVksWD2kE2rhEPoRohyEOAJQBc5ASSLxd3uLu18EULfeHMXDiOiXIDvTI7mS3XDw0hy61D0-KqhnBYUVVqw9LPgIJm66VD-l5e43kdI_mepWJoXWlbqQ7EGVl3YKnpOLmMEF16_hnrGJRDZHAEQzhHHwt2PwFp8C3kA%253D%253D&t=a1a17774eb02b7735365732cfce1f0cea5d759e5
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=965&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.eu1.defend.egress.com%2FWarning%3FcrId%3D6ac783d4f41474f9e21b6a79%26Domain%3Dcorkcoco.ie%26Threat%3DeNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%253D%253D%26Lang%3Den%26%40OriginalLink%3Dscanner.topsec.com%26Base64Url%3DeNplUttuqzgU_Zr2rT1ckzJSNUoaLkmDCReb4Jcj2xDMxUAIhISvHzoz0jyM5GXZa297r-VtPgzd7Y9fv26MNE3Wvw9td8vYO2vFrz_TT2Olv_afN95Or-Pn36kv6uZFsZZRF011e89G-T3NLlmTvmd5n91uPyeXaEz6pmjyF9Vi_T59UXcrwlRDMTRqaBdD__jIKNPW6UV-UVa7VpCiWXJY21esZe17kS10xPuMDAudgW7uQ344su44b8zNTlS7YFGhq7t_p9WR_NTaZc2yftEkry_yoiH1cdG40P_3tqRtyS1babCv_6lgPW-Dl0ubDc_sJscy2_J8fbiFUxvkfLDybh3r42QGebWtv1cpOJ5t_rQaw7vXtIdUTYbrQbNPvCJRdY0K6Zr9HhH3c1vn4RUVa-Gc9HDSbq5pv9Had8_R9enUR0m-vqmdl6YFORKSfXlQH7zYMJTwMR2qx29qGHvV46tV11yP1gZoF7HexKzcyl87O3cqE_oJe8SFd07GTTkfps0H7u-El5COKsf6yTe_MsvXXbcb77bDrbzdRp0LtD2zcYyj9HksR2X9RvtioL1IVPg9t9fq8NGsrZ10fhu70oud2JjniquHplbD2eDrt_Wl78LO3tynS_EGLqH_Xzdeh09JoURfU51kVJYUyZAoNWRKtUyj8rKVVZpmJNPUV8o-iRNIzHFXx6dxI7Hes6dep5E5YhsJHOvVUaCGCTQvfEkV6Y4U60lFPeLZKFlVV6cI82R2dbespGQBLivZ2_E6Ea4ElEC4ITapInMSa0aiGE-igHuifIwkhgItLcSxJZ1i5DGne0KFf0c2mCKn2wbQMmk8mLAya1fyfyAi21rqyjUt8CZSDx1W6jGJH-6P7tMZlMnyRfB5P6a2MTEFlUcB7jTEX8kZ1KAMEBOTgaE-BU09p6bRuKa1JTZyqEiJG4MvYjM1bECUKkaIFS4FIp2AzOT0nFpQpL0vHkcgAi-yuEOc2qZlfUrFo2A1Kly5lhhspUDetkSxIFEXRNsHRoaMBA-wxGRigQcSlUoh9wECKnAACCAbEvEIIsQhO9d7ak6TezYHV92esB10CXzwJEa7SIbyovnsRdUTqlwNxaCdlb3uwWqOlFwBzXZk8GH7UJOwkFQfpSWp9g9fChws8T5AKIhjoCGlPsVWLftxtwqbdOtZ3TMVVksWD2kE2rhEPoRohyEOAJQBc5ASSLxd3uLu18EULfeHMXDiOiXIDvTI7mS3XDw0hy61D0-KqhnBYUVVqw9LPgIJm66VD-l5e43kdI_mepWJoXWlbqQ7EGVl3YKnpOLmMEF16_hnrGJRDZHAEQzhHHwt2PwFp8C3kA%253D%253D&t=a1a17774eb02b7735365732cfce1f0cea5d759e5


 

 



 
Cork County PPN is currently seeking nominations to fill four vacancies across three Strategic 

Policy Committees (SPCs): 

• Economic Development & Enterprise SPC – 1 vacancy 

• Social Inclusion, Community & Rural Development SPC – 2 vacancies 

• Arts, Culture & Language SPC – 1 vacancy 

This is an opportunity to have a real voice in shaping local policy across Cork County and to 

ensure that the perspectives of community groups are reflected in local decision-making. 

SPCs play an important role in advising and assisting the Council in the development, review and 

implementation of policy. 

As a PPN representative, you will: 

• Ensure the voices and experiences of community groups are heard in local policy 

discussions. 

• Help influence decisions that affect communities across Cork County. 

• Represent the interests and priorities of the Community and Voluntary sector. 

• Build valuable relationships with councillors, council officials and stakeholders from other 

sectors. 

• Develop your knowledge of local government and policy-making. 

• Gain experience in advocacy, representation and leadership. 

What support is available? 

• Meetings take place approximately four times per year, with the option to attend online 

or in County Hall. 

• Travel expenses are reimbursed. 

• New representatives will be supported by experienced PPN representatives serving on the 

SPCs. 

• Cork County PPN will provide training, mentoring and development opportunities to 

support you in your role. 

Interested? 

If you would like to play a part in shaping policy and decision-making in Cork County, or if you 

have any questions about these roles, please get in touch. 

The SPC nomination form is available here: 

https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/ 

https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/


 

 

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the PPN.  

In particular its role is to: 

• Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN 

• Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings 

• Coordinate the activities of the PPN 

• Communicate extensively and regularly with all PPN members and disseminate 

information concerning all PPN activities as widely as possible 

• Manage and support PPN staff 

The Secretariat nomination form is available here: 

https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/ 

 

 

https://corkcountyppn.ie/cork-county-ppn-nominations/


 

Take note: Member Database Re-

registration 2027 

Cork County PPN will be carrying out a 

full member database update in the 

new year. While an update was 

initiated earlier this year, engagement 

levels were lower than anticipated. To 

ensure our records remain accurate 

and compliant with national 

requirements, all member groups will 

be asked to complete a simple re-

registration process. 

In line with PPN National Guidelines and 

GDPR requirements, all member organisations must re-register to confirm their details and 

consent to remain on our database. This helps ensure that your group continues to receive 

information on funding opportunities, consultations, training, events, and other news relevant to 

the community and voluntary sector. 

The process should be straightforward. Member groups will receive a link to an online form and 

will be given several weeks to complete it. Groups that do not complete the re-registration 

process will be removed from the database, which may affect access to PPN supports and 

benefits, including insurance schemes, grants, training opportunities, and participation in PPN 

activities. 

Re-registration will also provide an opportunity to review and update your organisation's contact 

details and other relevant information. If your group is no longer active or no longer wishes to be 

a member of the PPN, there will be an option to opt out, and your records will be updated or 

removed accordingly. 

We encourage all member groups to begin reviewing their contact details now to ensure a 

smooth re-registration process in the new year and to help us maintain an accurate and up-

to-date membership database. 

 

 



 

Cork Pop Up Volunteer Centre



 

 



 

Footsteps by the Pier 

  
Clonakilty Community Resource Centre and Rosscarbery Social Services Centre Ltd have 

collaborated again this year to bring Footsteps by the Pier to the West Cork Feel Good 

Festival. 

Registration is open from 10.30am on Wednesday 21st October at the Celtic Ross Hotel, 

walk starts at 11am. 

  



 

Forever is Now – Climate Documentary 

Screening 

 
Forever is Now is a new climate documentary offering a fly-on-the-wall look inside Dáil 
Éireann and exploring Irish politics, democracy, climate action and the personal impact 
of public life.  

The film opens in Irish cinemas Friday, 16 October, with a screening at the Omniplex in 
Cork followed by a Q&A with director Neasa Ní Chianáin on 17 October. A limited 
number of free tickets are also available for young people aged 18–25.  

Find out more: 
Watch the trailer | Screening locations 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/ForeverIsNow-Trailer
https://tinyurl.com/ForeverIsNowScreenings


 

Irish Grants and Supports Website 

 
Finding out what help is out there in Ireland is far harder than it should be, with grants 

scattered across dozens of government websites. The site cuts through all of that and 

gives people one place to find the grants they may qualify for, with a link straight to the 

official page. 

How it works 

• Describe your situation in plain words, for example “I’m a carer for my mother” or “our 
community group wants to do up the hall”. The site lists the supports that fit, with a 
short summary of each. 

• Or browse by topic: home energy, carers, older people, children and families, housing, 
farming, business, arts and community groups. 

• Every result links to the official government page, so you apply directly with the body 
that runs the scheme. 

• There are over 400 different supports available. 

Who it helps 

Individuals and families, pensioners and carers, and the community and voluntary groups 

trying to find funding for their work. It’s free, there’s no sign-up and it never asks for 

personal details. 

The Instagram community is growing with over 25k followers where I update them with 

changes, new grants and other good to know information.  

Website: irishgrantsandsupports.ie 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/irishgrantsandsupport/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/irishgrantsandsupports 

Contact: hello@irishgrantsandsupports.ie 

 

 

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6acd042e2917bbd2817101af&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNoVyt0KgjAYANCncZf-bDo1GBFESVQXQlndbd9mSrXJNhN7-grO5em8H9wiihxwrZUNvRmcghDMK1pKlqQpRZa5zkxoZP8bkFWANz-97V13t1x7x7V04zAY613YK-RZLqFQuQCZ4BbjGEhKlaRZIWTOW0hI2tKE8LhEAhiv6hjW5r3Hz5lfjuZGdp3Q9efaZA8g5wm25Syrw8ib0xetzTls
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6acd042e2917bbd2817101af&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodi82OgjAURp9Glvy0UlKTxugCWajJ6ILo7vaWCsm0NG2B6NMPY_JtvpNz-hhd2GVZQLC282kcXegwxdFkeyWK7ZYlXoR-XJJJfN0NPWxIvW5ZlnSwIcLLg_kPVjb4IfTrtzGAVWFybvRx5UkUlElScKYZoQxKRbmqclKRspBSd1rLqkMErjGRKKC55dhc2PnNqaI4QVt-1Km2aOp4NtdZ3rlD8_uBk3o_2jJHUk_P5lpgc5zR_sx_KGpHlg%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6acd042e2917bbd2817101af&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodystuwjAQQNGvIcs8PAEnlayqGxohYMECSnbjcdLwsiOPUyv9-kKlu7o6Qwgjv2UZE1rb-TS4kTtKyT2yd6OKslwlXvHgYjKpf7uAj4VYP4sxpj1Sp527vfxzXfyFh2-PNjBaw9M4Oh84CUpXmmQpoc77QpgcCJdgJKAUuZFCY2VIV9AXiSaFzSGnZrfazjUYoKl9rK_tafOjBU9nUYetuM_4tXctbAZtD7_n0_JGcIz0Wc-m2f0BBIVF3Q%3D%3D
mailto:hello@irishgrantsandsupports.ie


 

PPN Stakeholder Training 

We would like to remind you that the online only self-paced videos programme for PPN stakeholders 
has been developed with SJI. Registrations for the online only training is now open. Social Justice 
Ireland is providing this training on behalf of the Department. 

The online only training covers the following: 

- An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules) 
- Local Government Budgets 
- PPNs and Local Government 
- Effective Participation in Consultations 
- Effective Facilitation 
- Strategic Planning 
- Measuring Outcomes and Impacts 

This is online only training and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own pace. Social 
Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each Module page. There are no 
scheduled classes as part of this training. 

This training is available to the following PPN Stakeholders: 

- PPN Workers 
- PPN Secretariat Members 
- PPN Representatives 
- PPN Member Groups 
- Local Authority Staff 
- Elected Councillors 

To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link: : Register for Training | 
Social Justice Ireland 

  

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a632f6c5922e6ff3a023631&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNpNikEKwyAQAF8TbzVFa8gWpPTSf-hmk1gaDe4Gv9_QU2EOwzCryM73vmcMOVPVUnYm1Fi2_jF5GJyqntfS1OF_a2efnXmdtNY0F0zh8z5YEpJOdOZKS2Kh-qcXqSHllBclfiS6gTU0IQQzuAAB5pGmGePVOhoBY3QAg_kCpNYzDA%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6a632f6c5922e6ff3a023631&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNpNikEKwyAQAF8TbzVFa8gWpPTSf-hmk1gaDe4Gv9_QU2EOwzCryM73vmcMOVPVUnYm1Fi2_jF5GJyqntfS1OF_a2efnXmdtNY0F0zh8z5YEpJOdOZKS2Kh-qcXqSHllBclfiS6gTU0IQQzuAAB5pGmGePVOhoBY3QAg_kCpNYzDA%3D%3D


 

Get involved! 

 

Secretariat Vacancies: 
Cork County PPN has a number of vacancies available, some on the various Committees 

within the County Council - the SPCs and LDCDs, but at the moment we also have a number 

of positions we are looking to fill on our Secretariat - the incredibly important group that 

keeps the PPN show on the road !  

The Cork County PPN Secretariat provides a coordinating and oversight function for the 

PPN. Its role is to:  

• Facilitate the implementation of decisions of the PPN  

• Ensure the proper functioning of the PPN between plenary meetings  

• Coordinate the activities of the PPN Communicate extensively and regularly with all 

PPN members and disseminate information concerning all PPN activities as widely as 

possible 

• Manage and support PPN staff The Secretariat is made up of two representatives 

from each of the Cork County Municipal Districts i.e. Carrigaline, Macroom, Cobh, 

East Cork, Bandon-Kinsale, Fermoy, Kanturk-Mallow and West Cork, as well as, two 

representatives from each of the PPN colleges i.e. Community & Voluntary College, 

Social Inclusion College and Environmental College.  

Commitment Involved: 

The Secretariat role is voluntary and requires approximately two hours per month to attend 

meetings, which generally take place at 7:00 PM on the third Tuesday of each month, 

alternating between in-person and online formats. Travel expenses for in-person meetings 

are reimbursed. Additional involvement may be required from time to time, such as 

participation in sub-groups or events. 

This is a rewarding opportunity for individuals to contribute meaningfully to the social fabric 

of our communities. Secretariat members receive access to training and national events, 

develop key skills, and play a crucial role in shaping supports for community groups, 

particularly those representing marginalised voices. 

Applications forms for all our available roles can be found on our website Cork County 
PPN Nominations - Cork County PPN 

- or reach out to PPN@corkcoco.ie and we can have a chat with you about any of the 

roles available.  



 
Current Vacancies: 

2 x Vacant seats – Carrigaline Municipal District 

Vacant seat – East Cork Municipal District 

Vacant seat – Kanturk/Mallow Municipal District 

Vacant seat – Macroom Munciple District 

2 x Vacant seats – Environmental Electoral College 

Cork-County-Secretariat-Nomination-form 

Further vacancies:  

SPC Vacancies: 

Economic Development & Enterprise SPC: 1 seat vacant  

Social Inclusion, Community & Rural Development SPC: 2 seats vacant  

Arts, Culture & Language SPC: 1 seat vacant  

 

Please submit your nomination by completing this form: 

Cork-County-SPC-Nomination form final 

LCDC Vacancies: 

• North Cork (1 Social Inclusion vacancies) 

Please submit your nomination by completing this form: 

Cork-County-LCDC-Nomination-form 

 

  

https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Cork-County-Secretariat-Nomination-form-1.docx
https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Cork-County-SPC-Nomination-form-final.docx
https://corkcountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Cork-County-LCDC-Nomination-form.docx


 

Free Online Training for Community 

Groups: Fundraising & Grant Applications  

As we head into Q4, that time of year is coming – the Local Enhancement Programme 
(LEP), the Municipal District Community Fund Scheme, etc – they will all be reopening 
for applications between now and early January 2027, and we want to ensure you are 
prepared!  

 

Making Funding Applications & 

Committee Work Easier 

Would you like to save time on funding applications, committee administration, and everyday 

communications? This practical online workshop will introduce community groups to free AI tools 

that can help take some of the pressure out of administrative tasks and make it easier to focus on 

what matters most. 

During this interactive session, participants will learn how to: 

• Use AI safely and responsibly in a community and voluntary setting 

• Write effective prompts that produce useful, tailored results 

• Draft and strengthen funding application responses 

• Turn rough notes and ideas into clear, well-written content 

• Create agendas, minutes, letters, newsletters and event plans more efficiently 

• Access free AI tools that can continue supporting their work long after the training ends 

The session is designed to be hands-on and practical. Participants will leave with new skills, 

reusable prompts, and a draft piece of work developed during the workshop that they can adapt 

for their own organisation. 

Before the session: Participants should create a free ChatGPT or Gemini account in advance and 

be ready to log in on the day, allowing more time to focus on learning and practical exercises. 



 
When: 9 November , 7:30PM 

Format: Online via Zoom (1.5 hours) 

Would you like to save time on funding applications, committee administration, and everyday 

communications? This practical online workshop will introduce community groups to free AI tools 

that can help take some of the pressure out of administrative tasks and make it easier to focus on 

what matters most. 

During this interactive session, participants will learn how to: 

• Use AI safely and responsibly in a community and voluntary setting 

• Write effective prompts that produce useful, tailored results 

• Draft and strengthen funding application responses 

• Turn rough notes and ideas into clear, well-written content 

• Create agendas, minutes, letters, newsletters and event plans more efficiently 

• Access free AI tools that can continue supporting their work long after the training ends 

The session is designed to be hands-on and practical. Participants will leave with new skills, 

reusable prompts, and a draft piece of work developed during the workshop that they can adapt 

for their own organisation. 

Before the session: Participants should create a free ChatGPT or Gemini account in advance and 

be ready to log in on the day, allowing more time to focus on learning and practical exercises. 

Facilitator 

Adarsh Varghese, founder of Spangg Digital and a former Google and Meta employee, brings 

more than 20 years of industry experience. Adarsh has worked with organisations of all sizes 

across sectors including education, health, sport, community development, retail, hospitality, 

manufacturing and financial services. 

Whether your group is completely new to AI or simply curious about how it can support your 

work, this session will provide practical tips and tools that can be put to use straight away. 

Places are limited and demand is expected to be high, so early registration is advised – 

email ppn@corkcoco.ie to reserve your spot.  

 

mailto:ppn@corkcoco.ie


 
Additionally, Cork County PPN is delighted to offer a series of four practical online training 

sessions delivered by experienced community development consultant Tom O'Leary. These 

interactive workshops will provide tools, templates and practical guidance to help your group 

secure funding and plan successful fundraising initiatives.  

 

 

Sessions 1 & 2: Fundraising Skills for Community Groups 

Learn how to develop a fundraising strategy, identify new income opportunities, engage 

sponsors, and plan effective fundraising campaigns. Topics include budgeting, online fundraising, 

sponsorship, marketing and campaign evaluation.  

             Monday 23rd November | 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

             Tuesday 24th November | 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

Sessions 3 & 4: Preparing Grant Applications 

Gain practical skills to identify suitable funding opportunities and prepare strong grant 

applications. The training will cover needs analysis, application planning, funder requirements, 

scoring systems, procurement guidelines and online application processes.  

             Tuesday 1st December | 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

             Wednesday 2nd December | 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

Who should attend? 

Community and voluntary groups, residents' associations, local projects and anyone involved in 

fundraising or applying for grants on behalf of a community organisation. 

Booking details will be issued shortly. Spaces are limited, so early registration is encouraged – 

we will circulate the registration link in the coming weeks.  

________________________________________________________________  



 

Additional Free Nonprofit Training 

Webinars: 

 
As part of Deloitte Impact Month 2026, Deloitte Ireland and Business in the Community 
Ireland are offering a series of free online webinars for charities, community groups and 
NGOs. Topics include AI, wellbeing, workforce development, project management and 
the EU AI Act. Places are limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
More information: Deloitte Impact Month 2026 - Learning & Development Webinars 
for the Irish Nonprofit Sector this October - The Wheel 

  

https://www.wheel.ie/news-and-updates/deloitte-impact-month-2026-learning-development-webinars-for-the-irish-nonprofit-sector-this-october/
https://www.wheel.ie/news-and-updates/deloitte-impact-month-2026-learning-development-webinars-for-the-irish-nonprofit-sector-this-october/


 

#fundingfriday  

Circular Communication Grants 2026 

 
Circular.ie launches €100,000 grant fund for Irish community groups 

  

➢ Circular.ie Communication Grants 2026 invite applications from circular initiatives 

nationwide  
➢ Three tiers of funding available to organisations in Ireland - €1,000, €5,000 and 

€10,000   

➢ Applications open until November 9, 2026 at Circular.ie  

  

Circular.ie, Ireland’s national platform for circular economy  funded by the Government 
of Ireland under the Circular Economy Fund, has today launched its 2026 Circular.ie 
Communication Grants programme, with €100,000 in funding available to help 

http://circular.ie/
https://circular.ie/articles/apply-for-a-grant
https://circular.ie/articles/apply-for-a-grant


 
community-led circular initiatives across Ireland amplify their work and reach more 
people.  

The grants are aimed at groups and organisations already involved in circular activities 
in their communities, to help them invest in communications and marketing that will 
raise awareness of their work, increase participation, and encourage more people to 
embrace circular living. Local upcycling workshops, community repair cafés, refill 
projects, and tool-sharing  are among the types of initiatives that may be eligible to 
apply. Applications are open to non-profit organisations, community groups and 
recognised social initiatives based in Ireland with a circular approach that delivers 
social, cultural or environmental benefits.  

Three options are open to eligible applicants:  

● A €1,000 grant to support communications and marketing activities that 
strengthen an initiative’s physical presence,  
● A €5,000 grant to support initiatives looking to expand their digital 
presence,  
● A €10,000 grant to support more established initiatives looking to scale 
their communications and reach.  

Welcoming the launch, Minister of State at the Department of Climate, Energy and the 
Environment with special responsibility for the Circular Economy Alan Dillon said: 
“Across Ireland, community groups and organisations are finding different ways to keep 
products in use for longer, prevent waste and make circular living part of everyday life. 
The Circular.ie Communication Grants provide an opportunity to help these initiatives 
communicate their impact and encourage more people to participate in the circular 
economy.”  

Eibhlin Fitzpatrick, Community Manager, Circular.ie said: “Some of the most exciting 
circular activity in Ireland is happening at a community level, from renting and upcycling 
to repair and reuse. These grants are about helping the people behind that work tell their 
stories and get more engagement. We want to hear about circular initiatives from right 
across the country, where the funding can strengthen how they communicate and 
promote that work.”  

Circular.ie will also host an online information webinar for prospective applicants, led 
by Eibhlin, to provide information on the Circular.ie Communication Grants programme, 



 
including eligibility, the application process and how the funding can be used. The 
webinar will take place on 22nd October 2026, to register, visit here.  

Applications for the 2026 Circular.ie Communication Grants are open until November 9 
2026, with winners announced on December 7 2026. For more information and to apply, 
visit  
Circular.ie/articles/apply-for-a-grant.   

Last year’s Circular.ie Communication Grants recipients can be viewed here.   

  

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/2002285064528/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/2002285064528/
http://circular.ie/
http://circular.ie/
https://circular.ie/articles/circular-communications-grants-winners
https://circular.ie/articles/circular-communications-grants-winners


 

 

AI for Good Fund – Funding Opportunity for Non-Profit Organisations 

Rethink Ireland has launched the AI for Good Fund, a €1.75 million initiative designed 
to help not-for-profit organisations across Ireland explore and adopt artificial 
intelligence to strengthen their work, support communities, and drive social innovation. 
The fund is being delivered in partnership with Google.org and the Department of Rural 
and Community Development and the Gaeltacht under the Dormant Accounts 
Fund.  

Up to 30 organisations will be selected to take part in an AI Accelerator Programme and 
will receive: 

• A cash grant of up to €15,000 

• AI training and upskilling opportunities 

• Tailored non-financial supports to assist their AI adoption journey  

The fund is open to not-for-profit organisations that have identified an organisational 
challenge or opportunity that could be addressed through AI and have staff interested in 
developing AI skills with leadership support. Applications are open until 9 November 
2026.  

Rethink Ireland is also hosting free online application clinics to provide guidance on 
eligibility and the application process: 

• 21 October 2026, 12.00pm  

For full details and application information, visit the Rethink Ireland website. 

 

 

 

https://rethinkireland.ie/open-funds/


 

#OurEUStory Awards Are Now Open! 

Irish organisations involved in EU-funded projects are being encouraged to enter the#OurEUStory 

Awards 2026, which celebrate the positive impact of EU funding on communities and 

organisations across Ireland. Marking their fifth anniversary, the awards showcase inspiring stories 

of how EU-funded initiatives have delivered real benefits and helped organisations achieve their 

goals.  

To enter, organisations are invited to create a short video of up to 140 seconds highlighting their 

EU-funded project and share it on LinkedIn and/or Facebook using the hashtag#OurEUStory. 

Entries must also be submitted through the online application form by 5.00pm on 23 October 

2026.   

The competition offers cash prizes of €1,000 for first place and €500 each for second and third 

place, with winners to be announced at the #OurEUStory Awards Ceremony in December.  

Further information: #OurEUStory Awards Are Now Open! - The Wheel 

  

https://www.wheel.ie/news-and-updates/oureustory-awards-are-now-open/


 

NTR Wind & Solar Farm Community 
Benefit Funds 2026 Now Open 

Community groups located near NTR wind farms are invited to apply for funding through the 

NTR Wind & Solar Farm Community Benefit Funds, which are now open and will accept 

applications until Friday, 13 November 2026.  

Funding is available for a wide range of community projects, with a particular focus on Youth 

Facilities and Services for applicants in the Boolard & Rathnacally area of County Cork.  

Support is also available for larger multi-annual community infrastructure projects. Further 

information, guidance notes and the online application form can be found via the Community 

Benefit Funds website.  

For more details and to apply, visit NTR Community Benefit Funds.  

If you previously registered, you should log in using the same username and password to apply 

for the 2026 Fund.  If you have lost or forgotten your password, please use the "Forgot Password" 

feature or contact SECAD for assistance.  New users should register before applying.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact SECAD if you need any help or assistance with your application. 

If there are any other community groups in your area that you feel may be interested in finding 

out about the NTR Wind Farm Community Benefit Funds, please don’t hesitate to pass along 

these details and contact information.  

Further information and the Online Application Form can be found at 

www.communitybenefitfunds.ie/ntr 

 

 

 

 

https://www.communitybenefitfunds.ie/ntr/
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6aa9309462346aef77dc6c60&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilEOgyAQBU-jn0JZtdiENP3pPcoClUQXA2tIb1_aZDLv483KfJSbEAVfRD4PnI7iccC0i7szyzz12ZQ11f40_7SDR6eejVrrr9pPivyxnnyIHE5yZYi-3cS5eUvvSG17NleUk9YXRBhBunEGAGmV11MIcgEHGKx0CuQXM9EvEg%3D%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6aa9309462346aef77dc6c60&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilsOgyAUBVcjf0UqD6EJafrTfShcKkkFA9eS7r7aZDIf58yCuNVb31c3pQSFYt4qOOry2t-9NUqSYuuSG9ntP-34oxueB621s1r3FPE7Q4IQMezJVxrhuBOWwxW2d35dCrj8gXMgaIX3xo2cSSncDEFzNQ5KCiZ44GwSIRgNRl_5Dy6sMps%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6aa9309462346aef77dc6c60&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodilsKwyAUBVcTP6PVJJqClP50Hz6uiR8xQa9Id19TGIYDZ3bEqzwpLc6kBHnE8yrgRnce9OX1uswk67KfjVT9TwfxHvin01q7q6OmiF8LCULEUJMvY4R-J8zdGbZYEO5JUHNrFGdBAVsfyvJJMiEsk2oyTHqhZi6ckXaBH9rIMDU%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6aa9309462346aef77dc6c60&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNoVyk0OgyAQQOHTyJIfqQhNSNNN71GHIbIQDAwhvX01ebv37URnewrR4JszVk7lbAgcyiFewTuzsOrbXgbr_qaTfk_z52qMcaOj50S_DTPGRLHn0HjCa2eqjDxKi3qbVcRVOyNj1ABKhYdVIHEBdBpMsG79AwlxK_g%3D


 

Consultations:  

 

Research in Ireland 2026 Barometer – Invitation to Participate 

The Wheel, in partnership with Research Ireland, is inviting community and voluntary 

organisations to contribute to the Research in Ireland 2026 Barometer, a national initiative 

exploring how people across Ireland experience research in their everyday lives. The project aims 

to capture lived experiences and broaden participation in research through a community-focused 

approach.  

To ensure the voices of the community and voluntary sector are represented, The Wheel is 

hosting a series of online discussions on themes including disability, education and lifelong 

learning, and rural communities.  

• 27 October, 10am–11am: Disability Research 

• 27 October, 2pm–3pm: Education & Lifelong Learning Research 

• 28 October, 10am–11am: Research with and for Rural Groups 

Registration closes Friday, 23 October, and meeting links will be provided to registered 

participants. Register your interest 

_____________________________________________ 

Survey on Barriers to Accessing Bank 

Accounts for Small Community Groups  

We are interested in learning more about any barriers that small community groups 
faced when trying to open bank accounts. They usually need them in order to apply for 
and receive small grants and funds. The survey is short and not too onerous. We would 
appreciate if you could share with your relevant networks please.   
 
The survey is here - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FVCFB9S 

https://3tenipetnw7.typeform.com/to/IzksO9GJ?typeform-source=email.wheel.ie
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6abcf15c83155ae6265c5fef&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodi8kKgzAABb9GjxqTxiaFUFpBPGhLK0TwlhWhuGBcyN_XFt67DDPdskzuEsdOiWEwc7SMkzMqUmMfXzWjKQ5n5rpxD1f2VwN0C2B-bN_3yK3zZnw_Dh_jf8mB5-M5z_I7rcOFCWsTihIhIQXannFCCAGphVoSQKjC-mQg0VaGUjFRvIEqqrT0FGmkVoW41z3HsqGrgByX_WOTNfUlaJsXaLMnr74REjx1


 

Public 

Consultation on 

the Future of 

Ireland's Wild 

Atlantic Salmon 

The Department of Climate, Energy 
and the Environment has launched a 
public consultation on the future 
management, protection and 
recovery of Ireland's wild Atlantic 
salmon. The consultation follows a 
review by Inland Fisheries Ireland, 
which found salmon stocks are in 
serious and sustained decline, with 
returns falling from over one million 
annually in the 1970s to fewer than 
200,000 in recent years. Atlantic 
salmon are now classified as "near 
threatened" globally. The consultation 
seeks views on a package of 
precautionary measures for the 2027 
fishing season, as well as longer-term 
actions on habitat, water quality, 
migration barriers and monitoring. 

The consultation closes at 5.30pm on 
Friday, 30 October. Consultation 
Page. 

 

 

 

  

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ac7853949744ff0b60ee0fb&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNplUNtyozgQ_RrnDUcIRMxWubYma0NCAU58QYaXKUkIg43AA8Jcvn6FZ_ZpS7e-nD5H3bmU9_av19eWkarizVLW95azJavF69_p2rbQS7Nu87p_6dZP6ML4sYCO2hfjqi95dSEXvmx_daTh7Z0wrglSlHO5gjQLwxELY2MR9rYyEUM2TE2i8yxbQWASuoBWp9K_eSGamdHMra6-75eX-rEs-NPl1fNJ-Z00UvBKanWmsbIQRHKNq39fRo1UqSbz2X0UTV3NqGcRq6u2KyWRhTL-F9HUvjf1vW5J2WpZ3Tw5BKlUX_8JFQ0vFXur9UWZakQqRxZMUxVCVWdFm_Om4Kq6qYUGAXz704fVz81bBqTAyohuvCEDAsRTamW26stiKk1_WoRAotuZYVOdEbRibwoCqakApQLwSjsdlK0mv6m7HHe1FYXjY2V-PfTGH_b0ynoZfM_z27zIdQqQbqpFTYiITVemDYkBuMV1SDMLUZMRaCBkv1C2Jh97wD4Cyx_tKoD14IuoS6BTJQc0sXOUMxFNzHWuyUGXMS5bX4QPerDHLwjsUDjXcLqAEAf67ujdQnc7JDgRu81nH7pO4VUn-w9_GYBtGdxidRIjNZjSsKEvytI7em6CzTl-S87vOav2MsEI-NgWPg5bgvU8dU9zrGQiRT52uuQfHZDfMUjO3oMKvaTV98xxpRBNKR5AfN7fZ3vmj6HdMSNqU9cBBNudP5_z-0iN9weDTstGXVDjU6ZuXvpKjwrVP35ySgpjqTRK6irdj0CmsGyVvvrTkNNqf49HfYrxoHCmTEQ5ETcaCY4mHycjhUAG1x9jOJ7GfZEYX8cYBpNXBJtExMftFE6nSeX1BO-LUMQoOSTXL-xlaq55ILbDDsfTDn8OMdzqOzcwQhzdAvEJPNHbamYyigLBJv2R4vyc4hWMbgil1ws4fcQDuw3mSXi_YiMFx0jNHnz_C67GSgY%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ac7853949744ff0b60ee0fb&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNplUNtyozgQ_RrnDUcIRMxWubYma0NCAU58QYaXKUkIg43AA8Jcvn6FZ_ZpS7e-nD5H3bmU9_av19eWkarizVLW95azJavF69_p2rbQS7Nu87p_6dZP6ML4sYCO2hfjqi95dSEXvmx_daTh7Z0wrglSlHO5gjQLwxELY2MR9rYyEUM2TE2i8yxbQWASuoBWp9K_eSGamdHMra6-75eX-rEs-NPl1fNJ-Z00UvBKanWmsbIQRHKNq39fRo1UqSbz2X0UTV3NqGcRq6u2KyWRhTL-F9HUvjf1vW5J2WpZ3Tw5BKlUX_8JFQ0vFXur9UWZakQqRxZMUxVCVWdFm_Om4Kq6qYUGAXz704fVz81bBqTAyohuvCEDAsRTamW26stiKk1_WoRAotuZYVOdEbRibwoCqakApQLwSjsdlK0mv6m7HHe1FYXjY2V-PfTGH_b0ynoZfM_z27zIdQqQbqpFTYiITVemDYkBuMV1SDMLUZMRaCBkv1C2Jh97wD4Cyx_tKoD14IuoS6BTJQc0sXOUMxFNzHWuyUGXMS5bX4QPerDHLwjsUDjXcLqAEAf67ujdQnc7JDgRu81nH7pO4VUn-w9_GYBtGdxidRIjNZjSsKEvytI7em6CzTl-S87vOav2MsEI-NgWPg5bgvU8dU9zrGQiRT52uuQfHZDfMUjO3oMKvaTV98xxpRBNKR5AfN7fZ3vmj6HdMSNqU9cBBNudP5_z-0iN9weDTstGXVDjU6ZuXvpKjwrVP35ySgpjqTRK6irdj0CmsGyVvvrTkNNqf49HfYrxoHCmTEQ5ETcaCY4mHycjhUAG1x9jOJ7GfZEYX8cYBpNXBJtExMftFE6nSeX1BO-LUMQoOSTXL-xlaq55ILbDDsfTDn8OMdzqOzcwQhzdAvEJPNHbamYyigLBJv2R4vyc4hWMbgil1ws4fcQDuw3mSXi_YiMFx0jNHnz_C67GSgY%3D
https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ac7853949744ff0b60ee0fb&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNotUduSqjgU_Rr7DZsEQZkqa-rMUelmAG0vRPJyKglB0CQ4XET4-gl2V-W2d1bWWnsnb5p7_df7e82IUryaNuW95mzKSvn-d7p0HfutWtZ52b21yxd0Yv2awI0eF-sKplxdyIVP6_9aUvH6Thg3JCnE-FxDqom1kRNr5RA2X8xsZrswnRHAs2wBzRmhE-i0-vqbF9ojsz1y66XruumlfEwL_gq5em0pv5OqkVw1RpkZTBSSNNzg2velN4hKjSYfw0dRlWpEvR7dtbPaqLjgpOb1KyULVdQNr4y0LAXvDUFaxXJeG_eWioIZrFR1KxrSFKUy9Mjapq3G0pSu9iU_ilWclQ9e9aOXQvPrXG10hUgN0uig0UQ1EbJUP2U53dgLx4LUdDICrLltQdPmKXUyV5fpMH1N_ziEQALczHIpYMResLmGQDrTAKEBXBmngz7rj1iB4dDuBRD9qoLHWSFhednJnZ_57m1s5-qtWVJzwW0rg-7CsRmYmQRS25nNXQsAc07JnM-tOXBS642yJfnYm-wjdILeVSEsn4GMWww3Ch_sgZ3jnMl4YN7mig-gSZCoAxk96MHtd9B0I7m5RsPFjFAItkf_FnnrJ0ZYblefXeRtCl-d3B9-EZprEd4SPbGVWkxruDCQQvhH38NoNuZv-PxPztS-wcg2A-TKAEU1QSBPvdOYE0ymdoA2Lf4NTPKdg-TsP6gEgqqvkaN7-e1Bj9FTJOdIsP7U7yW4UymG1Iv7AO0fFD4FP4A6OcdtAnONAV2KfK0VNgl0W2bFdeptTILcNnhNDNKPuP_ugZ1jGP94fHnRWtEjlXGvOR-4AHftoda4m-a1CHreNM6k3qZNPXENzlFOPfCghfZVYGt3TGA4-EW4wjI5rodoOA3h9RfAaF9EMrHxAV93yM90r_NQrp9blAxb9PlM4BpsvdCKUHwL5afpy87VfWziOJRsMJ9cROAkuyf9EGt29U-RJ5pQuurkga-DxP9uUa3_5Ot_rPZX5Q%3D%3D


 

Final Weeks: Help Shape the Future of 

Accessible and Inclusive Tourism in Ireland

 
Fáilte Ireland’s Your Voice, Your Journey Visitor Consultation is open until 29 October.  

The consultation invites people across Ireland to share their experiences and 
expectations of accessible and inclusive tourism, helping to identify barriers, 

opportunities and priorities for future tourism development. 

Survey link: Fáilte Ireland Accessible and Inclusive Tourism Survey  

 

https://links.eu1.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ac4bd1219352e5ea189519d&Domain=corkcoco.ie&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=scanner.topsec.com&Base64Url=eNodi82OgjAURp9GdmChgjgJmczGIQZJxkkA2bW3JdYpP-G2IDz9qMm3-U7OuRkz4Md2i8C6To6e6QeU4EHfbj9FcohCZ0zw1s-OTd7qhn5tguNz8zx7SLHX1qi-w2fh2b8nb5jSRrpqlJp1wmUAElFxLd3XVR1oi2qSruntqLB10Y6TXByTBDyWuyiiMYv2sQ8N9eM9aXawawgL9zJkfkAiIonDIWHphUB6jrLlQAUFC2u-8uDhi2898e5sr0FsRYlT3R4Hnl50VuqlLh833v6Ya5nf6ypfWXnC-td_M1aGd54WK6tqnVWXSVSnAQJigBaLaIvwH2jaZTA%3D

